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THE ROAD TO WISDOM 


Swami Vivekananda on 
Contradiction of Maya IX 


ll religions are more or less attempts 

to get beyond nature — the crudest or 
the most developed, expressed through 
mythology or symbology, stories of gods, 
angels or demons, or through stories of 
saints or seers, great men or prophets, or 
through the abstractions of philosophy — 
all have that one object, all are trying to 
get beyond these limitations. In one word, 
they are all struggling towards freedom. 
Man feels, consciously or unconsciously, 
that he is bound; he is not what he wants 
to be. If a door is closed, he thinks the gods 
can get through it, and that walls have no 
limitations for them. This idea of freedom 
increases until it comes to the ideal of a 
Personal God, of which the central concept 
is that He is a Being beyond the limitation 
of nature, of Maya. 

This Maya is everywhere. It is terrible. 
Yet we have to work through it. The man 
who says that he will work when the world 
has become all good and then he will enjoy 
bliss is as likely to succeed as the man who 
sits beside the Ganga and says, "I will ford 
the river when all the water has run into 
the ocean.” The way is not with Maya, but 
against it. This is another fact to learn. 
We are not born as helpers of nature, but 
competitors with nature. 

We are its bond-masters, but we bind 
ourselves down. Why is this house here? 
Nature did not build it. Nature says, go 
and live in the forest. Man says, | will 
build a house and fight with nature, and 
he does so. The whole history of humanity 
is a continuous fight against the so-called 
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laws of nature, and man gains in the end. 
Coming to the internal world, there too the 
same fight is going on, this fight between 
the animal man and the spiritual man, 
between light and darkness; and here too 
man becomes victorious. He, as it were, 
cuts his way out of nature to freedom. 

We see, then, that beyond this Maya 
the Vedantic philosophers find something 
which is not bound by Maya; and if we 
can get there, we shall not be bound by 
Maya. This idea is in some form or other 
the common property of all religions. But, 
with the Vedanta, it is only the beginning 
of religion and not the end. 

The idea of a Personal God, the Ruler 
and Creator of this universe, as He has 
been styled, the Ruler of Maya, or nature, 
is not the end of these Vedantic ideas; it 
is only the beginning. The idea grows and 
grows until the Vedantist finds that He 
who, he thought, was standing outside, 
is he himself and is in reality within. He 
is the one who is free, but who through 
limitation thought he was bound. 


From The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, 
(Kolkata: Advaita Ashrama, 2016), 2. 101-103. 
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Ramakrishna Mission: 


€ Perennial Source of Inspiration 
( January 2023 special issue of Prabuddha Bharata) 


Ramakrishna Mission, established on 1 May 1897 at Balaram Basu’s 
house by Swami Vivekananda, has grown into a huge organisation involving 
monastic and non-monastic members catering to the spiritual, educational, 
medical, and other service needs of countless people in India and abroad. The 
major areas of Mission’s activities are Educational, Medical, Rural and Tribal 
Welfare, and Publication of Ramakrishna-Vivekananda-Vedanta Literature. 
Ramakrishna Mission has also been marked as one of the most efficient 
machinery for providing quick primary relief and well-planned rehabilitation 
for those who are affected by natural calamities. 

Prabuddha Bharata, one of the official English journals being brought 
out by the Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, proudly announces 
its upcoming special issue on ‘Ramakrishna Mission: A Perennial Source of 
Inspiration’ to commemorate the 125th anniversary of Ramakrishna Mission, 
which is being celebrated from May 2022 to May 2023 all over the world. The 
special issue of Prabuddha Bharata is scheduled to be released on 1.1.2023. 

If you are not yet a subscriber, please subscribe to get a copy of the special 
issue. You can also purchase extra copies in advance to share with your friends. 

You may also pay by money order or cheque in favor of Prabuddha Bharata, 
Advaita Ashrama, to the below address, accompanied by email or letter stating 
purpose of payment. The cost Rs. 125/- per copy and 50 extra rupees for 

shipping (registered post) and packing charges. 
If you have any further questions, please email us at mail@ 
advaitaashrama.org 
Please avail this opportunity of sharing eternal knowledge and 
enlightened thought of Prabuddha Bharata to one and all. 


a: Please write to: 

nese ADVAITA ASHRAMA, 
DAP» A ddba Bharata 5 Dehi Entally Road, Kolkata 700 014, India 
Phones: 033-22866450, 7603067067 


Online Subscription 
Email: mail@advaitaashrama.org 


You know 


how important 
Prabuddha Bharata is 


in spreading the spiritual nectar 
of the Ramakrishna movement, 
the invigorating ideas of Vedanta, 
and the insights of Indian values 
and culture. Prabuddha Bharata 
also brings you inspirational read- 
ing material on a wide variety of 
topics of global interest. 

You value this journal and the 
cause it represents, and would 
surely like to share it with others. 


CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
PRABUDDHA BHARATA 
CORPUS FUND! 


Contribute your mite to the Prabuddha 
Bharata Corpus Fund and _ actively 
participate in this venture to propagate 
Indian culture, values, philosophy, and 
spirituality. Could there be a better way 
to show your appreciation? 

You can send your contributions by 
cheque or drafts favouring “Prabuddha 
Bharata’ to 5 DehiEntally Road, Kolkata 
700014, India or make your donations 
online at www.advaitaashrama.org. All 
donations are exempt from Income tax 
under section 80G. 
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How you can contribute: 


Gift subscriptions to your friends 
and family, and encourage your 
thinking friends to subscribe. 
Sponsor a subscription for a worthy 
library or institution known to you, 
or let us choose one. 

Contribute to the Prabuddha 
Bharata Permanent Fund and 

help ensure the longevity of the 
journal. 

Advertise your company in the 
Prabuddha Bharata and encourage 
your colleagues to do so. 
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Dear Devotees and Friends, 


It is a great pleasure that Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama Sarisha has completed 
100 years of its spiritual and educational endeavor by the collective efforts of sannyasis, 
devotees and admirers. Sarisha was then the gateway of world famous Sundarban and 
the Ashrama has been instrumental for spreading Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Maa and Swamiji’s 
message of love, livelihood management and education to the rural poor of South 24 
Parganas and partly Uluberia Sub-Division jf 
of Howrah District. Thousands of ardent 
devotees and rural people have been 
benefited by Sri Ramakrishna’s spiritual 
current and blessings centering the —ie.- 
Sarisha Ashrama. ? 

As the focus of all spiritual fervor, Sri 
Ramakrishna’s Temple was constructed 
and inaugurated in 1990. But due to poor 
workmanship the temple was severely 
damaged, and has water leakage from 
Garbhamandira, Natmandira and basement also. Basic structure, chajas, domes are broken. 
So it is highly needed to mark this lifetime incident of the centenary celebration of Sarisha 
Ashrama with the reconstruction of the existing Sri Ramakrishna Temple thoroughly. We 
have planned to uplift the faces of the temple with traditional Chunar stone. 

We very humbly state that the total reconstruction is estimated to be Rs.1 Crore and 
20 Lakhs rupees. So we pray to all Sri Ramakrishna devotees and admirers for extended 
support to complete the holy venture of re-construction of the temple. 
May Sri Sri Thakur, Sri Maa and Swamiji bless all of you. 

Yours in the Lord 
Swami Pranananda 
Secretary 


All donations through Bank are exempted for Income Tax under 80G of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961. 

Cheques are to be drawn in favour of ‘Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama Sarisha’ 
compulsorily with full name and address of donor and PAN. 

Bank Details:- State Bank of India, Sarisha Branch, IFS Code SBINO005156, A/c. No. 
30035044671 


Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Sarisha 

(A Branch of Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, Howrah, W.B.) 
PO - Sarisha, South 24 Parganas, PIN — 743368, West Bengal, 
Email— rkmsarisha@gmail.com 
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Towards Teaching Excellence 
Swami Nityasthananda 


More than a mere profession, teaching is a mission—a mission to work 
towards the betterment of the society’s welfare and prosperity. Based on 
the ideas of Swami Vivekananda, Swami Nityasthananda, the author of 
this book and an established scholar and thinker of the Ramakrishna 
Order, has compendiously addressed the challenges in the realm 
of teaching and learning. This book would motivate the teachers in 
achieving teaching excellence and thereby help them in educating and 


empowering the future generations to work towards social excellence. Pages 136 | Price 760 


~ 


Value of Brahmacharya 
Swami Tathagatananda 


This book deals with various aspects of Brahmacharya or chastity, 

explaining why and how of living a life of self-control and holiness. A 

guide for all spiritual seekers, especially the youth. Pages 48 | Price X22 
~ 


Masifesting Inherent Perfection pay» 
A Vedanta Kesari Presentation ~Maniresting I 


‘The ideal of all education, all training? said Swami Vivekananda, 

‘should be this man-making. But, instead of that, we are always trying to 

polish up the outside. What use in polishing up the outside when there 

is no inside? The end and aim of all training is to make the man grow. 

This book attempts to discuss this ‘inside’ of education which is man- 

making. A collection of 50 writings on various aspects of education ‘in Pages 600 

its widest sense; this book presents the Indian worldview of divinity of Price = 250 

man and unity of existence. Compiled from the archives of The Vedanta 

Kesari, these writings deal with various aspects of education, particularly the key ideas of Yoga 

and Vedanta which are of great value to all educationists and students. ‘As long as I live, so long 

do I learn; said Sri Ramakrishna. This handy volume on education draws our attention to this 

fact through articles, stories and personal accounts of monks, teachers, students, scholars and 
=, commoners. 


Vol. 127, No. 12 


SOTA Get ata SRTATAL U2 


TAA ARTZ ATA, 
PIAMST APEX ATA | 
AO ATAPI 
HOTT Oat Settl SRTATAL WRU 


TOA Get Hatt SRTATAL U3 


To the Divine Shakti (Power) embodied in a human form, 

To the giver of boons and the asylum to those afflicted with fears, 

To the redresser of human miseries and the generator of joy in the hearts of devotees, 
To Thee my salutations! O Supreme Being, Mother of the worlds! 


Redeem Thy children by Thy mercy—worthless, sinful, and deluded though they be, 
A veritable ship ferrying them across the ocean of samsara that Thou art. 
To Thee my salutations, O Supreme Being, O Mother of the worlds! 


Abandoning the flowers of worldly enjoyments, imbibe O honey-bee of my mind! 
The nectar of the lotus of Mother’s feet, the sure panacea for the disease of worldliness. 
To Thee my salutations, O Supreme Being, O Mother of the worlds! 
—Swami Abhedananda 
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THIS MONTH 


What is the relevance of Holy Mother Sri Sarada 
Devi'’s life and teachings in the 21st Century? 
This pertinent theme has been discussed in the 
editorial Life Lessons from the Holy Mother. 
The Holy Mother shows the real purpose of life 
and spells out the proper means to achieve it. She 
teaches how to live a happy and contented life 
by adopting a dispassionate attitude in our daily 
chores and loving all equally without expecting 
anything in return. For her, Sri Ramakrishna is 
the manifestation of all the noble spiritual values. 

We are happy to present a new series in our 
regular feature Spiritual Talks from this issue on- 
wards. Swami Premananda is a beloved disciple of 
Sri Ramakrishna and as his name itself suggests, 
he is the embodiment of love and purity. His con- 
versations with the monks, brahmacharins, and 
devotees at Belur Math have been recorded by 
Swami Omkareshwarananda in Bengali. These 
have been translated into English by Swami 
Atmaswarupananda, who serves at Ramakrishna 
Mission Vidyamandira, Belur Math. 

Jagannatha Puri Dham is one of the sacred 
places of Hindus, highly adored by Sri Rama- 
krishna and the Holy Mother. A brief account 
of Sri Sarada Devi’s visits to Puri has been col- 
lated and presented in the compilation The Holy 
Mother in Puri. 

Jesus Christ is considered an incarnation of 
God both by Christians and Hindus. His life 
and personality have been graphically por- 
trayed with historical details by Swami Atma- 
shuddhananda in his article Jesus Christ: The 
Compassion Incarnate. The author is the 
secretary of Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, 
Guwahati. This article is an extract from the dis- 
sertation that the author prepared when he was 
a novice at the Probationers’ Training Centre, 
Belur Math, during 1995-97. 
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The Holy Mother played a significant role on 
several occasions of importance in the history of 
the Ramakrishna Order. One such incident has 
been illustrated providing documentary pieces of 
evidence in the article Holy Mother in the World. 
Ms Janet Walker, the author, is a Professor of Com- 
parative Literature, Rutgers, the State University 
of New Jersey, New Brunswick, New Jersey, USA. 

It is said that Sri Ramakrishna fulfilled one of 
his divine aspirations through Sri Sarada Devi. 
What was pending in the divine aspirations that 
Holy Mother had come to help him in his chosen 
path? This important question has been answered 
with systematically arranged illustrations in the art- 
icle I Have Come to Help You in Your Chosen 
Path’. Dr Ruchira Mitra, the author, isa researcher 
in Ramakrishna-Vivekananda literature associated 
with the publication wings of the Ramakrishna 
Order as an author, editor, and translator. She was 
Head of the Department of English at Shadan De- 
gree College and also served as a faculty member in 
Osmania and EFL universities—all in Hyderabad. 

We find an intimate personal reflection on 
the all-embracing personality of Holy Mother Sri 
Sarada Devi in the article The Mother of All. In 
this article, the author says that the Mother is the 
ultimate humanist and feminist, and she is also 
truly a mother who cannot be limited by social 
expectations. The author Meera Alagaraja, PhD, is 
an Acting Associate Dean for Innovation and Stra- 
tegic Partnerships and an Associate Editor, Human 
Resource Development Review (SSC Journal), Col- 
lege of Education and Human Development, Uni- 
versity of Louisville, USA. 

In our Youth Section, there is an educative 
article titled Swami Vivekananda’s Ideas on the 
Need for Values-Based Education by Dr Satyen- 
dra Kumar Srivastava, Asst. Prof., Dept. of Philo- 
sophy, Hans Raj College, Delhi. 
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EDITORIAL 


Life Lessons from the Holy Mother 


HE LATER PART OF THE 19th century was 
the age of the Industrial Revolution. The 
2oth century was the age of technological 

advancement, while the 21st century is the age of 
Information technology and connectivity. It was 
presumed that the progress of society was nat- 
ural and spontaneous with the development of 
science and technology. It was also argued that 
the living standards of human life would be spec- 
tacularly improved with their assistance. The wise 
men thought that the humans would slowly get 
rid of their animal propensities with the improve- 
ments in their materialistic conditions. Now in 
the third decade of the 21st century, we live amid 
unprecedented comforts, facilities, and luxuries 
unheard of even a decade back. However, poverty 
among the majority of people around the globe 
has not subsided. The conflicts in the name of 
race and nationalities have not been reduced. The 
world is gripped by the tension of economic un- 
certainty and fear of an impending global conflict. 
Individual lives are shattered by increasing greed, 
selfishness, work-related stress, and a hundred 
other disturbing psychological and social factors. 

Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi serves as a bea- 
con of light in these troubled times. Her enig- 
matic personality, immaculate character, and 
simple yet wonderful life—provide lasting guide- 
lines for peace, tranquillity, contentment, and 
happiness that men and women ignorantly seek 
in the madhouse of materialism, consumerism, 
and sensuality prevalent today. In Holy Mother, 
we find the eternal source of solace, comfort, 
motherly affection, and enduring bliss—the 
celestial traits which are wanting even in today’s 
most prosperous nations. 
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ae * 
A Rewarding Life 


The primary lesson we learn from Holy Mother 
is her innovative perspective towards Jife itself. 
According to her, the world is but God’s play 
and humans are pawns in His great game. Misery 
is an indispensable part of life, being the result 
of one’s own actions. Holy Mother says: ‘So, in- 
stead of blaming others for such sufferings, one 
should pray to the Lord and depending entirely 
on His grace, try to bear them patiently and with 
forbearance under all circumstances.” 

Most of us do not consider our life to be im- 
permanent. Our achievements, accumulating 
pleasurable objects, along with the happiness and 
misery that constitute experience—are all fleet- 
ing. Death engulfs every one of our possessions, 
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yet we strive hard to acquire them throughout 
our lives until death. Mother says: ‘Such is life, 
here today, gone tomorrow! Nothing goes with 
one, except one’s merit and demerit; good and 
evil deeds follow one even after death’ (ibid., 4). 

Holy Mother's life was by no means specta- 
cular in the ordinary sense. She lived her earlier 
days in abject poverty and deprivation, and was 
humiliated and tormented in various ways by 
the people around her. Though the consort of 
a divine incarnation, she was subjected to un- 
told miseries. However, she kept her flame of 
faith burning throughout her difficult times and 
held on to God even in adverse circumstances. 
She did not utter a single word of malice to 
anyone who caused her distress. The great re- 
solve she exemplified in her life is reflected in 
her own words: ‘One must be patient like the 
earth. What iniquities are being perpetrated on 
her! Yet she quietly endures them all. Man, too, 
should be like that! (ibid., 5). 

The fact that life is full of suffering should 
not make us pessimistic and despondent. The 
purpose of life is not pleasure, but—in the 
words of Swami Vivekananda—knowledge. 
When properly understood, griefs are a great 
gift from God—they are the symbols of His 
compassion. The Divine Mother has become 
the whole universe, which includes both good 
and evil. When our thoughts turn towards God, 
it is good; when they turn away from God, it is 
evil. Hence, one should live surrendering one- 
self to God. One must forbear everything, since 
all is due to one’s previous karma. The effect of 
evil will be tapered when one takes the Name of 
God and thinks of Him. 

This is the idea of a rewarding life that the 
Mother presents before the world. Her life itself, 
being the best illustration of her teachings, be- 
comes a guiding light in the darkened path of 


out life. 
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A Dispassionate Attitude Towards Life 
The attitude Holy Mother had throughout her 
life is that of dispassion. This is also the ideal of life 
taught by Sri Krishna in the Bhagavadgita (18.49): 
‘Asakta-buddhih sarvatra; one whose mind is not 
attached to anything’ Holy Mother, who suffered 
so much, was worshipped as a veritable goddess 
in her later days. However, she remained equi- 
poised through all the circumstances and showed 
the world that the ideal practice of detachment 
is possible even when we are engaged in daily 
chores facing all the hardships of life. 

Holy Mother calls this life “a great game’ com- 
menced by God Himself. This world is but an 
illusion that Mahamaya (the Divine Mother) has 
conjured up! She wonders: “What one claims as 
his possession will be left behind at death. Still, 
men cannot understand this simple truth’ (ibid., 
17). The Mother also echoes the contention of 
Vedanta that it is the inborn desires that cause con- 
tinuous series of births and deaths (savsara). She 
says: ‘As long as a man has desires, there is no end 
to his transmigration. It is the desire alone that 
makes him take one body after another’ (ibid.). 
Hence, according to the Mother, the best way is to 
surrender all desires to the will of God, and pray 
for devotion and detachment, because God's will 
is always meant to bring the best for us in our life. 

Holy Mother says that the only desire one 
should develop is to become desireless, since de- 
sire is the root of all suffering. This body as well 
as this world—are all full of suffering. ‘Happiness 
is only an empty word’ (ibid., 21); the real joy lies 
in God. It is not a good idea to aspire for a human 
body for the sake of sense pleasures and worldly 
enjoyments, since the world is full of misery and 
pain. “The body is never free from the attendant 
troubles’ (ibid.). The diseases and suffering— 
both mental and physical—are but a tax one has 
to pay for having this body. The difference bet- 


ween an ordinary human and a great soul is that 
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Life Lessons from the Holy Mother 15 


the former weeps while leaving the body and the 
latter laughs. Death is but a mere play. 

Holy Mother enlightens us about the transi- 
toriness and fragility of human relationships say- 
ing: ‘Everything, husband, wife, or even the body, 
is only illusory. These are all shackles of illusion’ 
(ibid., 22). Even the attachment to the body is an 
illusion. Why should one be so vain about the 
body? However beautiful or strong the body may 
be, it will be reduced to three pounds of ashes! 
The whole world is nothing but a dream. 

We should develop detachment towards the 
world. The less we are attached to this world, the 
more we enjoy peace in the mind. Our attach- 
ment should always be with God, because, if one 
loves a human being ignorantly and selfishly, one 
will have to suffer for that. ‘He is blessed, indeed, 
who can love God alone. There is no suffering in 
loving God’ (ibid., 24). 

Holy Mother always stresses performing 
one’s duties, but with a dispassionate attitude. 
She gives the essence of Karma Yoga succinctly: 
‘Always do your duty to others, but the love you 
must give to God alone. Worldly love always 
brings in its wake untold misery’ (ibid., 24). 


Mind Control and Practice of Meditation 


The overwhelming digital pervasion in our life 
has resulted in constant flickering in our minds, 
leading to superfluous stress and anxiety of 
various sorts. This has persistently catastrophic 
consequences on the way we live, think, and act. 
It also deprives us of the serenity and everlasting 
bliss that the perusal of the spiritual path alone 
can induce in us. Hence, it is essential for us to 
have at least a rudimentary knowledge of the 
way our mind works and how to control it. In 
this context, the simple teachings of the Holy 
Mother surely are life-saving for us. 

Holy Mother points out that everything de- 
pends upon one’s mind; nothing can be achieved 
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without purity of mind. It is the firm convic- 
tion in the Yoga-Vedanta tradition that real con- 
centration cannot be attained without purity of 
mind. The grace of one’s own mind is absolutely 
necessary even if one has the grace of one’s Guru. 

However, Holy Mother assures us not to 
worry, since restlessness is the very nature of the 
mind. The Name of God is more powerful than 
the senses. She says: “Whenever the mind goes 
after anything other than God, consider that as 
transient and surrender the mind at the sacred 
feet of the Lord’ (ibid., 28). It is the law of na- 
ture that the mind is sometimes dominated by 
good, and sometimes by bad tendencies. It is but 
natural for one to be worried about sinful ten- 
dencies in one’s mind. However, the Mother re- 
moves such an inhibition: ‘Don’t be afraid. I tell 
you that in this Kali Yuga, mental sin is no sin. 
Free your mind from all worries on this account. 
You need not be afraid’ (ibid., 31). Cultivating 
good company and trying to be good will in time 
lead to purification of mind, but prayer to God 
is essential. ‘It is the very nature of the mind to 
go to lower things, to objects of enjoyment, but 
the grace of God can make the mind go towards 
higher objects’ (ibid.). 

Meditation is an effective practice to bring the 
mind under control and fix our mind towards 
God. It will be effected only through the per- 
sistent and continuous repetition of the Name 
of God as prayerful remembrance. Hence, Holy 
Mother gives importance to Japa, which she says, 
is to be practised at all times, whether our mind 
is concentrated or not. She also says: ‘It will be 
good for you if you can repeat the Name of God 
for a fixed number of times daily’ (ibid., 43). 

Repeating the Name of God with devotion 
will direct the mind towards God. If one sees 
God's form and becomes absorbed in Him, one’s 
Japa stops. This is the process of meditation. As 
one goes on with Japa, one should also meditate 
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on one’s chosen deity. Even if the mind is not con- 
centrated, one should not give up repeating the 
Name of God. Holy Mother says: “You do your 
duty. While repeating the Name, the mind will 
get fixed of itself on the ideal, like a candle flame 
in a place protected from the wind’ (ibid., 45). 

The constant practice of meditation makes the 
mind one-pointed. Along with it, one should also 
practise discernment (viveka) between the real 
and unreal. One can also practise regulation of 
breathing (pranayama) alittle to steady the mind. 
However, Holy Mother warns that one should 
not overdo it. She describes the benefit of medi- 
tation in her characteristic style: ‘If a person is 
steady in meditation, he will clearly see the Lord 
in his heart and hear His voice. The moment an 
idea flashes in his mind, it will at once be fulfilled 
and he will be bathed in peace’ (ibid., 50). 


Importance of Spiritual Practice 


One must seriously engage in spiritual practice if 
one aspires for spiritual advancement. Sri Sarada 
Devi says curtly in this regard: “The mind gets 
purified after hard Tapasya. Without regular 
practice, nothing can be attained’ (ibid., 52). 
God is purity Itself and so, the realisation of God 
cannot be attained without austerities. Through 
a pure mind alone, one gets higher knowledge 
and spiritual awakening. 

Holy Mother insists that the purpose of all 
spiritual practices is to keep the mind steady 
at the feet of God; to keep it immersed in His 
thought. The mind will become strong when one 
practises spiritual disciplines in a solitary place. 
Also, one should sit for meditation both in the 
morning and evening. Only through regular spir- 
itual practice, can one hope for spiritual progress. 

Holy Mother asserts that the aspirant should 
strive hard to realise God. She says: ‘My child, 
you have been extremely fortunate in getting this 
human birth. Have intense devotion to God. 
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One must work hard. Can one achieve anything 
without effort?’ (ibid., 54). 


The Same-sightedness with 
Love and Compassion 


What modern society does lack is not material 
resources, but the ennobling human values that 
make life spiritually rich and fruitful. In the so- 
ciety today, discontent and frustration are hidden 
under the cosmetic garb of comfort and pleasure, 
ready to explode and torment our minds at any 
moment. The superficial solutions and adjust- 
ments in the way of living won't solve this prob- 
lem. The only enduring solution is to develop a 
spiritual attitude and see all happenings in our 
mind and around us from that perspective. 

Holy Mother’s life and teachings help us to 
develop this all-important spiritual outlook of 
same-sightedness. She says: ‘Learn to make the 
world your own. No one is a stranger, my child; 
the whole world is your own’ (ibid., 93). These 
words echo the teaching of the Gita (15.8), which 
emphasises same-sightedness in all: ‘Panditah 
sama-darsinah; enlightened men are those who 
see the same (i.e. the Atman) in all’ Fault finding 
in others is a weakness in our mind that makes us 
restless and disturbed. Hence, Holy Mother sug- 
gests the best practice that leads to same-sighted- 
ness and peace of mind: ‘T tell you one thing—if 
you want peace, do not find fault with others. 
Rather see your own faults’ (ibid., 93). 

How to practise same-sightedness? It can be 
achieved through the persistent and conscious 
practice of love and compassion towards all, with- 
out mental taints of selfishness and possessiveness. 
Holy Mother teaches us how to develop this im- 
maculate love that takes us to the heights of spir- 
itual progress. Life should be lived very carefully. 
One should not use harsh words towards anyone 
and be responsible for one’s suffering, for each 
action produces its own results. We should not 
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make a habit of telling even unpleasant truths, let 
alone uttering harsh words towards others. Holy 
Mother cautions us: ‘One’s sensitivity is lost if 
one has no control over one’s speech. And once 
a man casts all consideration for others to the 
winds, he stops at nothing’ (ibid., 96). 

One of the important life lessons that the Holy 
Mother teaches us is to love everyone equally, 
not demanding anything from those we love. She 
says: ‘If you make demands, some will give more 
and some less. ... Then your love will not be the 
same for all. You will not be able to love all impar- 
tially’ (ibid., 97). True compassion is the offshoot 
of true and dispassionate love. In one instance, 
Mother asked a monk to show compassion even 
to acat: ‘Do not beat the cat. I dwell inside the 
cat too’ (ibid., 98). One of our life missions, as per 
the Holy Mother, should be to work towards re- 
moving the sufferings of the world. She says, ‘the 
purpose of one’s life is fulfilled only when one is 
able to give joy to another’ (ibid., 97). 


Sri Ramakrishna—Embodiment of 
Spiritual Values 


Holy Mother envisages Sri Ramakrishna to be the 
manifestation of all ennobling spiritual values in a 
human form. Hence, she asks her devotee-children 
to surrender and take refuge in the Master. “You 
will gain everything if you but take refuge in the 
Master. ... The Master is everything—both Guru 
and Ishta (chosen deity). He is all in all’ (ibid., 
128, 133). Sri Ramakrishna is the divine joy person- 
ified and he radiates unceasing bliss. Holy Mother 
would always see a smile on Master’s ecstatic face. 
People would be illumined by the Master’s words 
for he was the embodiment of Bliss itself. 

Holy Mother also considers the constant 
repetition of the holy name of Sri Ramakrishna 
and thinking and meditating on him to be the 
highest spiritual practice. For her, “He is the Su- 
preme Lord and the Supreme Goddess. He is the 
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essence of all Mantras, the embodiment of all 
deities, and dwells in all creatures. One can wor- 
ship all the gods and goddesses in and through 
him’ (ibid., 132-33). Holy Mother assures that 
one will never take a false step if one holds onto 
Sri Ramakrishna under all circumstances. 

For one who is suffering in the world, Sri 
Ramakrishna is the source of compassion and 
consolation. Praying to the Master with an 
earnest and sincere heart is an effective medium 
to overcome the misery caused by the afflictions 
of mundane life. Holy Mother advises us: “Lay the 
burden of your mind before Sri Ramakrishna. Tell 
him your sorrows with your tears. ... Open your 
grief-stricken heart to him. Shed tears and sin- 
cerely pray, “O Lord, draw me towards you, give 
me peace of mind”. By doing so constantly you 
will gradually attain peace of mind’ (ibid., 139). 


Conclusion 


The life lessons we learn from Holy Mother Sri 
Sarada Devi are not meant to fulfil the innumer- 
able and meaningless desires that our minds are 
filled with—which make our life miserable and 
frustrating. In contrast, these teachings direct 
us on the noble path of spirituality and guide us 
through the vicissitudes and anxieties of our life. 
They give a higher meaning to all our actions and 
keep our minds on a higher plane untouched by 
the uncertainties and stressful conditions of em- 
pirical existence. In all, they make our life really 
blessed and prepare us to realise God even in this 
life. It is the only royal way for all of us to become 
fiting children of Holy Mother, who is the embodi- 
ment of unbridled love and compassion towards 
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the whole humanity! os 
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SPIRITUAL TALKS 


Spiritual Conversations with 


Swami Premananda 


Original in Bengali: Swami Omkareshwarananda 


Translation into English: Swami Atmaswarupananda 


(This is an English translation of ‘Kathaprasange 
Swami Premananda compiled by Swami Omkaresh- 
warananda in Bengali and published by Udbodhan 
Karyalaya, Kolkata. Prabuddha Bharata has already 
published the translation of the first three cantos of 
this book from February 2016 to July 2016. We are 
happy to present now the translation of the same seri- 
ally from the fourth canto onwards —Editor) 

[The spiritual literature of the world would have 
become vastly impoverished but for the availability 
of the reminiscences about the illumined souls. It 
is in these memoirs that the abstract spiritual ideal 
becomes accessible in its living and poetic form. In- 
deed, a sincere spiritual seeker ever yearns for a vivid 
quotidian account of these men of God. This intense 
aspiration of spiritual seekers seems to have found a 
clear and precise voice in Arjuna’s question to God: 
‘O Keshava! What is the description of a person who 
has attained to steady wisdom and deep introspec- 
tion? How does he speak? How does he sit? How 
does he walk?’ And, God's answers to Arjuna, drifting 
across centuries, most decidedly became embodied in 
the lives of the direct disciples of Sri Ramakrishna. 
One such glorious soul was Swami Premananda— 
popularly known as ‘Baburam Maharaj’ in the 
Ramakrishna tradition. The name—Premananda— 
means bliss of love. And, seldom did a name befit a 
person so uniquely, for Baburam Maharaj was the 
very personification of love and bliss. And he was 
the very epitome not only of love but of purity too. 
Sri Ramakrishna used to say about him: “He is pure, 
pure to the very marrow of his bones. 

In the following nuggets of conversations 
of Swami Premananda (collected by Swami 
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Omkareshwarananda), we get scintillating glimpses 
of this stupendous soul-force, full of love and purity. 
We find ourselves, as it were, transported to a world of 
living spirituality. Without further ado, let us immerse 
ourselves in the ambrosial words of Swami Premanan- 
daji—our very own ‘Baburam Maharaj:— Translator] 


Fourth Canto 

‘It’s egotism that is Maya’ 

First Chapter 

[‘V and ‘Mine’ are at the roots of Samsara] 
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WAMI BRAHMANANDA MAHARAJ (the 
mind-born son of Sri Ramakrishna), Ma- 
hapurush Maharaj (Swami Shivananda), 
and Swami Premananda (Baburam Maharaj) are 
staying at Belur Math nowadays. Sri Ramakrishna 
Himself is present, as it were, in these three forms. 
Sri Sri Thakur used to look upon Revered Swami 
Brahmanandaji Maharaj as the ‘cowherd boy of 
Vrindavan; and Baburam Maharaj as the “beloved 
friend. Swami Brahmanandaji and Swami Pre- 
manandaji are amongst the six disciples whom 
Sri Ramakrishna used to indicate as ever-per- 
fect souls belonging to his inner circle. Revered 
Swami Brahmanandaji’s habitual state is that of 
a ‘Paramahamsa’, that is, a saint of the highest 
spiritual illumination. Swami Premanandaji is the 
living embodiment of the highest devotion, and 
the great renunciate Mahapurush Maharaj is the 
epitome of spiritual austerities of the highest order. 
Owing to the simultaneous presence of these 
three great souls, Belur Math has been verily trans- 
formed into a mart of joy. Day and night, there is 
an unceasing flow of divine bliss. Before the sun- 
rise, pure-souled young brahmacharins, monks, 
and devotees would assemble in the room of Re- 
vered Swami Brahmanandaji Maharaj to sing the 
melodious ‘Kirtana’ (devotional singing): 


The abode of bliss is visible yonder. 

Far beyond the ocean of the World, 

Shine it does with beauteous splendor. 

Come hither ye all who are heavy laden, 

All your sorrows will be assuaged certain. 
Peace you will get in your heart, 

Love in your soul will bud. 

Who knows in what meditation deep, 

Are the rishis and sages buried. 

With eyes half-closed and the world forgotten, 
What must be the nectar by them partaken? 
Praying to Gods are beings celestial, 

Singing as they do songs ambrosial. 

Moons and stars in utter rejoice, 

Are dancing their dances ceaseless. 
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Listening to the music, the devotees would 
feel as if they were actually seeing the shores 
beyond the ocean of the world. It felt so easy 
of attainment! In the Bhagavadgita, the Lord 
has said: ‘Yo mam smarati nityasah tasyaham 
sulabhah partha nitya-yuktasya yoginah; to those 
yogis who always think of Me with exclusive de- 
votion, I am easily attainable because of their 
constant absorption in Me. 

Before partaking of noon prasada and during 
the afternoon, the devotees would get the blessed 
opportunity of listening to the spiritually-charged 
sermons of the monks. After the evening vesper 
and meditation, they would again be treated to the 
melodious ‘bhajans’ and—more particularly—to 
the divine words of Baburam Maharaj. In this way, 
there would be a ceaseless flow of joy throughout 
the day and night! Nowadays, especially on holi- 
days, devotees from Calcutta arrive in droves to 
immerse themselves in the holy company which 
can be likened to the cool water of the Ganges. 

Today is Sunday, 12 December 1915. It being 
a holiday, many devotees such as Dr Kanjilal, 
Krishnababu, Kalipada babu, and many others have 
come. Kedarbabu, an old lawyer from Baruipur, has 
been living in the Math for the last few days. 

Dr Kanjilal is a great devotee of Sri Rama- 
krishna. A sincere spiritual seeker, he is also 
blessed to have received the special grace of the 
Holy Mother. He will spend tonight at the Math. 
Krishnababu is a devoted admirer of Mahatma 
Devendranath Majumdar (who received the grace 
of Sri Ramakrishna). Krishnababu often comes to 
the Math. He lives at Entally in Kolkata. Possess- 
ing as he does a sweet voice, he makes it a point 
to sing devotional songs whenever he comes to 
the Math. He too will spend tonight at the Math. 

As it is winter now, the length of the day is 
rather short. The evening-aratrika (vesper service) 
of Sri Ramakrishna is over. After doing Japam 
and meditation, the sadhus, brahmacharis, and the 
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devotees are gradually assembling in the drawing 
room for chanting. Baburam Maharaj came and 
sat on one side of the carpet spread on the floor of 
the room. It is almost eight oclock in the evening. 


All tasks require proficiency 


Baburam Maharaj, pointing to the brahmacharins 
in front, said: “They should become trained in 
everything. Whether it is cooking, dressing vege- 
tables, working in the shrine, doing puja, keeping 
accounts, or delivering speeches—they have to ac- 
quire expertise in anything and everything. It is for 
their good that I make them do these things and 
also take them to task, if need be. I do not enter- 
tain the slightest annoyance towards any of them. 
Ilove them so much. You (addressing the brahma- 
charins) must not mind my scolding!’ 


Love for one’s relatives is Maya 
(attachment), and love for all 
is Daya (kindness) 


(Showing himself) “Well, what good would it 
have done to have become a householder? Per- 
haps there would have been a few offspring, 
some turning out to be good, and the rest be- 
coming rogues. How miserable that would have 
been! But look at me now! I love all the devotees 
alike. While otherwise I would have had pater- 
nal affection just for two or three, now I can love 
everyone. The other day I saw a man greatly de- 
testing his nephew, while obsessively loving his 
own son! I was very annoyed. Because I am a 
monk, I did not tell him anything’ 


Giving a different turn to the mind 


“The householders are beset with these types 
of narrowness. Constantly dwelling on “I” and 
“mine”, they inch towards death. Convincingly ut- 
tering the words “my home’, “my son’, and so on, 
they never care to think that everything will be 
snatched away from them the moment they die. 
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Well, the householders are just about right; ifonly, 
instead of saying “I” and “mine”, they, uniting 
their mind and words, practise saying “You” and 
“Yours”—they will surely become unattached, 
nay perfected even! Liberation is tantamount to 
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becoming free of such delusions as “IT” and “mine”. 


Beware of the ego-serpent 


‘My Lord—it is your house, your children, even 
this body is yours. I am nothing—you are every- 
thing. I am ever your slave. Sri Ramakrishna used 
to say: “The dirt will be cleansed when the ‘T 
dies.” This ego is the root of all evil. This rascal ego 
must be destroyed, killed; instead of doing that, 
we are feeding this ego-serpent with milk and ba- 
nana. Even though we are experiencing excruciat- 
ing pain because of its bite—still we are holding 
this ego-serpent tightly to our bosom. Such is the 
ignorance that one is not ready to give up this ego. 


Surrender to God 


FRUIT AGA AAT Ta TCL | 

AAA Fleas AHO ASTI, I 

Whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever 

you offer as oblation to the sacred fire, whatever 

you bestow as a gift, and whatever austerities 
you perform, O son of Kunti, do them as an of- 

fering to Me. (Gita, 9.27) 

“This sense of surrender must be strength- 
ened. Then only we can be freed from the bond- 
age of samsara. “By surrendering everything and 
becoming one-pointed in mind, I became free of 
cares” —this ideal of surrender has to be properly 
inculcated? 

Inside the room, though full of people, there 
is a palpable quietness. Such is the meditative 
silence, that the sound of a pin-drop can be 
heard. The words of Swami Premananda thus 
have raised the mind of everyone in the room 
three or four notches higher. OS 

(To be continued) 
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The Holy Mother in Puri 


A Compilation 


ORD JAGANNATH is a Hindu deity, a form of 

| sire The oldest and most famous Jagan- 

nath deity is in the city of Puri, Odisha, 

where every year the famous Ratha Yatra festival 

takes place. Jagannath Temple in Puri is regarded 

as one of the four most sacred Hindu pilgrimage 
places (Char Dham) in India. 

The Temple of Lord Jagannath is one of the 
major temples in India. The worship of Lord 
Jagannath is so ancient that there is no accurate 
record of how long it has been going on. 

Once a year, Jagannath, along with his brother 
Balaram and sister Subhadra are taken out of the 
temple and pulled on huge chariots through the 
streets of Puri. Millions of devotees from a variety 
of different traditions attend this festival every 
year, including the King of Puri, who sweeps the 
path in front of Lord Jagannath Chariot. 


Holy Mother’s First Visit to Puri: From 9 
November 1888 to 8 January 1889' 


From Balaram Babu’s house, Holy Mother 
started for Puri on 5 November 1888. This 
pilgrimage attracted several devotees, and 
Swamis Brahmananda, Yogananda, and 
Saradananda as also Yogin-Ma, Golap-Ma, 
Yogin-Ma’s mother, and Laxmi Devi went 
with her. The coastal railroad had not yet 
been constructed; hence they went by steamer 
from Kolkata (then Calcutta) to Chandbali 
(7 November), from where they proceeded by 
a launch to Cuttack and then by cart to Puri. 
Arriving at Puri they visited Lord Jagannatha 
immediately, for an inauspicious period would 
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commence from the next day. Then the Holy 
Mother and the women went to live in a house 
of Balaram Babu, called the Kshetrabasir Math 
or a resort for the dwellers in the holy place. The 
monks had their own separate place. The Mother 
stayed here for a little more than two months.* 
Here we shall relate some incidents of the 
Puri visit in Mother’s own words: 
On the very dayI reached Puri, I quickly finished 
the worship of the Master in the morning by 
placing his picture on a tin containing ghee. 
Then I went to visit the temple of Sri Jagannath 
after locking the room. When I returned, I saw 
the picture of the Master at the foot of the tin. 
The others too came and observed it. All felt 
that some thief might have entered the house 
in our absence. But all the things in the room 
remained undisturbed. At last, I noticed that 
big red ants had gathered on the tin—it was a 
ghee tin, you see. Since they had approached 
the picture of the Master also, he had come 
down and settled himself below. ... The body 
and the shadow are the same. And what is his 
picture but a shadow?... Yes, if you pray to him 
constantly before his picture, then he manifests 
himself through that picture. The place where 


the picture is kept becomes a shrine.’ 
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As the Master had never been to Puri, the 
Mother carried his picture under her cloth so 
as to show him Jagannath by showing the deity 
to his picture; for she believed that the original 
person and his or her picture were the same. 
About Jagannath, she said: ‘I saw Jagannath as 
the best of all persons sitting on an altar of gems 
with myself serving Him as a handmaid’ 

Atanother time, the Holy Mother said that she 
saw the god as Shiva. On her visit to the temple, 
she was delighted to see the great concourse of 
pilgrims; and with tears of joy, she thought within 
herself: “Hey-day! good luck! So many people 
will be freed (through this vision of the Lord)! 
But the next moment it occurred to her: ‘No, 
only those rare few who have no worldly desire 
will be freed’ When she shared her thoughts with 
Yogin-Ma, the latter too, concurred. 

At Puri, the Mother’s characteristic humility 
was revealed in an incident. Govinda Shingari, the 
Panda (priest) of Balaram Babu’s family, thought 
that, in keeping with the honour of that family, 
a palanquin should be arranged for carrying 
their guru’s wife to the temple. When he placed 
this proposal before the Mother, she said: “No, 
Govinda, you will walk in front as a guide and I 
shall follow you as a poor humble woman to visit 
Jagannath. It was thus that she visited the temple. 
She also visited all the noted places at Puri, and 
spent long hours regularly in meditation at the 
temple of Lakshmi." From Puri, the Holy Mother 
returned to Kolkata on 12 January 1889. 


Holy Mother’s Second Visit to Puri: End of 
November 1904 to the End of January 1904 


A few days after Jagaddhatri Puja, a trip to Puri 
was planned for Mother. The Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway had by this time been completed. The 
Mother travelled in a reserved second class 
compartment with Nilmadhav (Khuro), the mad 
aunt, Golap-Ma, Sister Lakshmi, Radhu, Master 
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Mahashaya’s wife, Chunilal Babu’s wife, and 
Kusum Kumari. Swami Premananda and two 
devotees got into an inter-class compartment. 
The train reached Puri in the morning, and 
the Mother with her relatives and women 
companions took residence in Kshetrabasir 
Math of the Boses (Balaram Bose), while Swami 
Premananda and others went to their second 
house near the sea called Shashi-Niketan. 

The Mother’s first duty at Puri was to go to 
the Jagannath temple to have a look at the Lord. 
As soon as Mother entered the temple, the shrine 
containing the ratnavedi (altar) was vacated by 
others. There she said to a devotee: “Guru and Ishta 
should be seen together? On subsequent days it 
was her daily task to visit the temple with others 
early morning and evening. One day there was 
arranged at her residence a Katha, scripture reading 
by a temple priest, which consisted the story and 
glory of Lord Jagannath from the ancient books. 
On this occasion, about fifty temple priests were 
sumptuously fed. The Holy Mother and others 
used to obtain on payment the consecrated food 
from the temple for their daily meals; the feast for 
the priests also was arranged similarly. 

At Puri, the Mother had a boil on her foot 
which gave her intense pain, and yet she did 
not allow it to be operated on. One day at 
the temple, somebody’s foot touched the boil, 
thereby causing her excruciating pain. When 
Swami Premananda heard of this, he came 
with a young doctor next day, ostensibly to pay 
their obeisance to the Mother. She, as was her 
habit on such occasions, sat covering herself 
completely with a cotton sheet. The doctor now 
brought out his knife and, in the act of saluting 
by touching the feet, opened the boil and then 
begged her pardon saying: ‘Mother, please don’t 
be offended’ This unexpected move irritated 
the Mother a little at first. But when through 
proper dressing the pain subsided and the 
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wound healed up in a trice, she heartily blessed 
her sons despite their dare-devilry. 

A few days after this, the Mother wanted to 
bring her mother and brother to Puri to facilitate 
them to see the Lord. A devotee was accordingly 
sent to Jayrambati. This had to be done without 
Surabala’s (mad aunt’s) knowledge, for she was 
too envious to brook anybody’s sharing the 
Mother’s affection or money, which were to be 
monopolised by or kept in reserve for herself and 
her daughter. The devotee went via Vishnupur by 
train, the railway line on that side having been 
constructed a little earlier, and communicated 
the Mother's invitation to grandmother (Holy 
Mother’s mother) and uncle Kali (her brother) 
who alone were expected to come. 

But as the news of the pilgrimage spread, the 
number swelled till a big party consisting of the 
grandmother, uncle Kali with his father-in-law, 
wife and two sons, and a villager named Sitaram 
started by way of Garbeta. No sooner did they 
step into the Kshetrabasir Math than Surabala, 
the mad aunt, got into a frenzy, and went on 
castigating the Mother with all kinds of gestures, 
postures, and doggerel verses. 

It is an immemorial tradition at Puri that no 
caste distinction is observed so far as the Maha 
prasada of Lord Jagannath is concerned, so much 
so, that prasada put into one’s mouth by even a 
man of the lowest caste, may not be refused. The 
Mother showed her respect for this hoary custom 
by putting the Mahaprasada into the mouths of 
the devotees and asking them to put it into hers. 
While this merry ceremony was going on, Master 
Mahashaya (M) and uncle Varada came there by 
chance from Kolkata, and they too joined in it.’ 

The Holy Mother bathed in the sea in Puri on 
two occasions. One day she visited Swargadwar. 
Quite often she used to perform pradaksina 
(circumambulation) of the temple. Once she 
went to see Sri Jagannath’s Kitchen. Another day 
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she visited Gundicha Bari making a thorough 
tour of the huge temple. On the same day, she 
also went to Lakshmijala, which is remarkable 
for producing daily fresh paddy all through the 
year out of which bhog (offering) is prepared for 
Sri Jagannath. The paddy is thrashed daily to 
obtain the rice for that purpose. 

A trip was made to Narendra Sarovar in 
order to see the tomb of revered Vijaykrishna 
Goswami. His son received the Mother. The 
Sarovar (lake) and the adjoining monastery were 
charming. The mother also visited Govardhan 
Math of Sri Shankaracharya. 

Towards the end of the trip to Puri, Mother's 
health improved considerably and perhaps that 
was why during those days she was happy and 
chatted freely, often in a jovial mood. Towards the 
end of November 1904, the Mother returned to 
Kolkata accompanied by her mother. 


Holy Mother's Third Visit to Puri: 
From 3 to 7 April 1911 


After returning from Bangalore, Madras, and 
Rajahmundry, Holy Mother's second halting 
place was Puri. This time she did not go to the 
Kshetrabasir Math, but went to Shashi-niketan, 
the other house of the Boses, where they spent 
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Jesus Christ: The Compassion Incarnate 


Swami Atmashuddhananda 


HE IDEA OF THE INCARNATION of God 
is prevalent among Hindus and Chris- 
tians. Both believe the ‘Word’ to be the 

source of incarnations and the created beings— 
sentient and insentient. St John, in his Gospel, 
calls the ‘Word’ as Logos, which corresponds to 
the ‘Vak’ of the Vedas, the oldest literature of 
Hindus. Divine Incarnation is a special mani- 
festation of the ‘Word’ in human form. But 
there exists one basic difference between Hin- 
duism and Christianity. The Christians believe 
Jesus Christ to be the only incarnation of God, 
while Hindus believe the incarnations of God 
to be many including Jesus Christ. 

Sri Ramakrishna once said: “The Avatara is al- 
ways one and the same. Having plunged into the 
ocean of life, the one God rises up at one point 
and is known as Krishna, and when after another 
plunge, He rises up at another point, He is known 
as Christ.’ This means that Jesus Christ, who ap- 
peared on this earth about 1800 years before the 
advent of Sri Ramakrishna, and Ramakrishna 
himself were two gigantic waves of spirituality in 
the ocean of Sat-Chit-Ananda. The sole purpose 
of their advent was intended to lead the erring 
humanity towards the goal of their lives. 

Let us now discuss in short, the life of Jesus 
Christ, the compassion incarnate. 


We are now going to study a little of the life of 
Christ, the Incarnation of the Jews. When Christ 
was born, the Jews were in that state which I call 
a state of fall between two waves; a state of con- 
servatism; a state where the human mind is, as it 
were, tired for the time being of moving forward 
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and is taking care only of what it has already; a 
state when the attention is more bent upon par- 
ticulars, upon details, than upon the great, general, 
and bigger problems of life; a state of stagnation, 
rather than a towing ahead; a state of suffering 
more than of doing. ... The Pharisees and Saddu- 
cees might have been insincere, they might have 
been doing things which they ought not to have 
done; they might have been even hypocrites; but 
whatever they were, these factors were the very 
cause, of which the Messenger was the effect.” 


The above statement of Swami Vivekananda 
appears to be very appropriate if we discuss the 
life of Jesus Christ with historical background. In 
63 BCE, the Roman General Pompey conquered 
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Judah, the independent kingdom of Jews, which 
thenceforth became a province of Roman em- 
pire. It was when Augustus Caesar was ruling 
the Roman empire (27 BCE to 14 CE) that Jesus 
was born. Sri S R Das Gupta says in an article in 
Prabuddha Bharata (June 1941): 

The great Roman empire which wielded power 
and suzerainty over a large part of the world in 
those days had fallen from the highest pinnacle 
of the glory to the lowest depth of degradation. 
Religion at that time was a discount and a pre- 
mium was put upon all kinds of most abom- 
inable vices. The royal court set an example of 
debauchery, cruelty, and the most horrible and 
unspeakable orgies which have ever disfigured 
the pages of history. The royal courts of Rome 
became a byword of infamy and immorality; 
and common people as usual were only happy 
to imitate the example set by the highest in the 
land. In Judea, Syria, and Palestine were repro- 
duced faithfully, the conditions then prevail- 
ing in Roman society. Corruption, debauchery, 
harlotry, and vices of all kinds found a ready 
home; and in the matters of religion, the hypoc- 
risy and sham that prevailed are brought home 
to us in the account of the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees in the New Testament.’ 

It was in this critical period of the world’s his- 
tory that God thought it fit to come down to de- 
liver his people from the morass into which they 
had fallen and lead them along the true path. It is 
seen that the birth of incarnations and prophets 
takes place in divine ways. Before the birth of 
Jesus, the Lord entered into the womb of virgin 
Mary who was pledged to be married to Joseph. 
Joseph wanted to divorce her silently, but the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and apprised 
him of the real situation. He told him that the 
son who would be born to him was to be called 
‘Jossuah’ from which the present word ‘Jesus’ has 
come. Joseph accepted Mary as his wife and at 
the right time, they were blessed by the birth of 
the divine child. 
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There are a lot of controversies about the date 
and year of the birth of Jesus Christ among his- 
torians. An authentic source says that the birth 
of Jesus Christ must have taken place on 25 De- 
cember of the year 4 BCE, in a manger attached 
to an inn at Bethlehem. The Gospel of Matthew 
relates that some shepherds were informed about 
the birth of the divine child and they adored him 
in the manger. Another similar story says that 
three wise men from the East, being guided by 
a star came to Bethlehem and adored the child. 
King Herod came to know about the birth of the 
divine child and wanted to kill him. He ordered 
that all the newborn babies of his state should 
be killed. Joseph was, in the meantime, informed 
by an angel in a dream to leave for Egypt with 
his family as quickly as possible. The Gospel of 
Matthew describes it as follows: ‘Get up, he 
said, take the child and his mother and escape 
to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 
going to search for the child to kill him." 

Joseph took his family to Egypt and stayed 
there till the death of Herod. After his death, he 
came back to the land of Israel and took shel- 
ter in a town called Nazareth, in the district 
of Galilee. No detailed information about the 
childhood days of Jesus Christ is available to us. 
The Gospel of Luke says: ‘And the child grew and 
became strong; he was filled with wisdom and 
the grace of God was upon him.” Next, we get 
a tender and pleasing glimpse of him as a boy 
of twelve. He went to Jerusalem for the feast 
of Passover with his parents. There, he joined a 
group of wise men discussing the most abstruse 
problems of theology, which defied the brain of 
the wise men in those days. These problems were 
solved by him with an amount of clarity that left 
them wondering. ‘And all that heard were aston- 
ished with his understanding and answers. 

From the age of twelve until about the age of 
thirty-two, we don’t hear anything about him. 
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Some think that he spent all these days practis- 
ing spiritual disciplines in order to emerge into 
the world like a bombshell. At the age of thirty- 
two, he came from Galilee to Jordan to be bap- 
tised by John. The Gospel of Matthew says: ‘And 
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight- 
way out of the water; and lo, the heavens were 
opened unto him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and lighting upon him. 
And lo, a voice from heaven, “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased””” Then he was 
led by the Spirit into a desert and was tempted 
by the devil in various ways. At the end, he was 
victorious and the angels came and helped him. 

Jesus started his ministry of preaching in Gali- 
lee, a small town, proclaiming the good news of 
God. Next, he came to his own town Nazareth, 
where people did not accept his teaching. He went 
down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee and began 
to teach the people there. He gathered twelve in- 
timate disciples and prepared them for the preach- 
ing of his divine message to humankind. They 
were called the Apostles of Jesus Christ—Simon, 
Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Thomas, and others. Jesus, then, started 
preaching along with his disciples: 


For the last few years, he had been preaching the 
message of the kingdom of God in the entire re- 
gion of Jordan, Judeah, and Galilee. “Repent Ye’ 
he said everywhere, ‘the kingdom of God is at 
hand. The simple folk saw in him the messiah, 
the guide to this heavenly kingdom. He healed 
the lepers, made the lame whole, gave sight to 
the blind, and brought the dead back to life. 
People found in the young man, the purity and 
power of God. Secretly, they even called him 
the king of Jews, and also Christ, the Saviour. 


The priest group did not accept Jesus Christ, 
the self-appointed Messiah. Certainly, they were 
looking for the advent of a heavenly kingdom, 
which would have been one largely political in 
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nature and tribal in scope, and intended to free 
the Jews from the tyranny of Romans. One who 
claimed to be the promised Messiah had to ful- 
fil this national demand. Jesus claimed himself 
to be the promised Messiah in direct and indi- 
rect references, but made only vague mystical 
references to the Kingdom of Heaven. This is 
why he incurred the displeasure of the orthodox 
groups. But the masses followed him being fas- 
cinated by his grand personality and healing 
performances. He delivered his special message 
to his intimate disciples in the most direct way, 
known as ‘Sermon on the Mount’, which provides 
grand spiritual nourishment to the vast masses 
of humanity all through these 2,000 years. At 
the same time, he was well convinced that the 
people, in general, would not be able to com- 
prehend the abstruse teachings of the kingdom 
of God instantly. To them, he taught the divine 
message through parables. He went on teaching 
and preaching without disturbing the prevailing 
laws laid down by the prophets of the past. He 
said: ‘Don’t think that I have come to abolish the 
law or the prophet; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfil them.” 

Jesus had immense power within and had 
compassion in his heart. He did not cure the 
people to make a fuss about it, rather he gave the 
credit for all healings to the faith in the heart of 
the healed. The preaching movement and mi- 
raculous performances of Jesus had stirred up 
a good deal of hostility among the priests who 
then were planning to take revenge on him by 
bringing him before the law. Jesus could know 
that his death was nearing. He predicted his 
death to his intimate disciples. The Gospel of 
Matthew says: ‘From that time forth began Jesus 
to show unto his disciples, how that he must go 
onto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed, 
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and be raised again on the third day. 


Prabuddha Bharata December 2022 


Jesus Christ: The Compassion Incarnate 27 


Jesus moved to Gethsemane, and sat down to 
pray, asking Peter and two of his other disciples to 
watch and pray. All but Jesus fell into a deep sleep. 
Judas, one of the intimate disciples of Jesus, being 
bribed by the priests, came along with the soldiers 
and priests, and helped them in arresting Jesus at 
the right moment. Then, Jesus was presented be- 
fore the Pilate for Judgement. Pilate was forced by 
the Jews to pass the order of Crucifixion upon the 
innocent child of the Father in Heaven. 

The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ has been de- 
scribed in the New Testament as an experience of 
intense suffering. It has been reported that at one 
moment Jesus asked God whether He had for- 
saken him. But despite the physical suffering and 
mental anguish caused by the abuse and the revil- 
ing, he prayed that his enemies might be forgiven, 
for they knew not what they did. This shows that 
he not only preached the highest philosophy, but 
practised it in detail even at the crucial moment 
of his life. He died on the cross and his body was 
handed over to a rich disciple by the name of 
Joseph of Arimathea. It was laid in a tomb cut out 
in a rock. The tomb was then closed by another 
rock. At the request of the priests, the sepulchre 
was sealed and a guard was posted to look after it. 

The two Mary sisters, Mary Magdalene, and a 
few others were present during the crucifixion of 
Jesus and they continued to wait on the sepulchre. 
After three days, on Monday, they had a spiritual 
experience, and they learnt about the resurrection 
of Jesus through the angels. They rushed to con- 
vey the good news to the disciples at Galilee in 
fear and joy. Jesus, then, appeared to his disciples 
at Galilee, blessed them, and assured them that 
he would be with them always. He further ad- 
vised them to spread his divine message through 
teaching and preaching activities. Thus, being ad- 
vised by Jesus, his disciples went on teaching and 
preaching the divine message to the suffering hu- 
manity with greater enthusiasm and spirit. 
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Every spiritual 
teacher, whether he 
is a divine incarna- 
tion or an illumined 
soul, has two sets of 
teachings—one for 
the multitude and the 
other for his intimate 
disciples. The inner 
truth of religion is 
revealed by an incar- 
nation only to his 
close disciples, whose 
hearts are ready to re- 
ceive it. Jesus Christ 


was no exception to 

this case. He successfully delivered the abstruse 
truth of the religion to his Apostles, which is 
known as the ‘Sermon on the Mount’. He knew 
that the multitude are not yet ready to receive 
the highest teachings and thus he taught them 
to be moral first in order to be spiritual. For 
their easy understanding, he delivered his mes- 
sage through parables to the multitude. Though 
he taught them moral and ethical principles, he 
always emphasised their spiritual growth. o& 
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Holy Mother in the World 


Janet Walker 


RI SARADA DEVI, reverently and affection- 

ately referred to as Holy Mother by those 

affiliated with the Ramakrishna Move- 
ment, lived from 1853 to 1920. She lived iz the 
world but was not of the world. As protector of 
the Ramakrishna Order’ she enabled the Order 
to flourish in India even under the increasing 
strictures of British rule. And as the nurturer of 
the Order, she encouraged its connection with 
the New World through her sending of monks 
to America in order to spread the teachings of 
Sri Ramakrishna. 

Swami Chetanananda discusses an important 
incident when Holy Mother intervened to pro- 
tect the Ramakrishna Order in its relations with 
the British rulers.” In 1916 the Governor of the 
Bengal Presidency was Lord William Gibson- 
Carmichael (1859-1926). Because some Indians 
participating in anti-British activities were in- 
spired by the works of Swami Vivekananda, 
Carmichael in December 1916 ‘accused the 
Ramakrishna Mission of giving shelter to pol- 
itical revolutionaries under the umbrella of its 
philanthropic activities.> When Swami Sarada- 
nanda, the then Secretary of the Order, in- 
formed Holy Mother of this development, she 
listened to him calmly and then assured him 
that the monks of the Order had ‘shunned per- 
sonal worldly enjoyment and dedicated their 
lives to serve the country and suffering people’. 
She ended her remarks with a firm expression of 
confidence that the monks dedicated to Rama- 
krishna would not hypocritically live as monks 
while engaging in political activity: “My son, 
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why would they pretend?” She then urged him 


to request an interview with the Governor, as- 
suring him that, as Carmichael was ‘the repre- 
sentative of the king. If you explain to him the 
activities of the Ramakrishna Mission, he will 
definitely listen.” 
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Another witness to this conversation reported 
that Holy Mother had also said the following: 
“The Ramakrishna Math and Mission have come 
into existence by the will of the Master. To break 
the rules of the monastic order due to the pres- 
sure and rage of the government is adharma, 
unrighteous. *All who listened to her words were 
reassured. Holy Mother’s reference to adharma 
has a twofold resonance. On the one hand, she 
characterised any action of the monks of the 
Order that would result in breaking its rules, 
such as revolutionary activities, as adharma. 
On the other hand, embedded in her remark is 
also a criticism of a government that, enraged at 
what it perceived as anti-government activities, 
would put such pressure on the monks of the 
Order that they might be driven to anti-British 
activities. Besides noting that any transgression 
of the monks of the Order would be adharma 
and firmly defending them against what she per- 
ceived as unjust criticism, Holy Mother seems to 
be suggesting that the actions of the British, in 
their rage and pressuring of the monks, would 
also be adharma, unrighteous. Holy Mother here 
revealed a firm sense of the unrighteousness of 
the British behaviour in going after the monks 
of the Ramakrishna Order. Yet she still had con- 
fidence that the Governor, as the representative 
of the British monarch, would listen to Swami 
Saradananda and would be convinced by his 
words in defence of the Order. 

Significantly, the then Governor of Bengal, 
Thomas Gibson-Carmichael, was the son of a 
Scottish pastor. He had served as Liberal Mem- 
ber of Parliament for the district of Midlothian 
from 1895 to 1900 and as Governor of Madras 
Presidency for several months before being ap- 
pointed Governor of Bengal in 1912, an office 
he held until March 26, 1917.’ When Swami 
Saradananda spoke to him, ‘for nearly an hour, 
on 10 March 1917,° Carmichael responded to 
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the swami in a way that fulfilled Holy Mother’s 
confidence in the dharmic quality of the British 
monarch.” Lord Carmichael was likely influ- 
enced by his Presbyterian upbringing and his 
liberal ideas in his response to Swami Saradan- 
anda’s laying out of the origin and purposes 
of the Ramakrishna Mission, and he took the 
unusual step of writing a note of apology to 
Swami Saradananda. 

Holy Mother nurtured the Ramakrishna 
Order by establishing a firm spiritual relation- 
ship between India and the West, in particular, 
America. Of special interest to Vedantins is Holy 
Mother’s role in blessing the first two direct dis- 
ciples of Sri Ramakrishna who travelled to the 
West to spread his message. Swami Vivekananda 
consulted Holy Mother after having a dream in 
the spring of 1893, which he interpreted as Sri 
Ramakrishna’s commanding him to follow him 
across the ocean to the West. But he still felt that 
he needed to get Holy Mother’s permission to 
go. Holy Mother recounted to her mother while 
staying in Jayrambati that Sri Ramakrishna had 
appeared to her in a dream saying that Swami 
Vivekananda’s work would be ‘the work of the 
Divine Mother. It will do good to humanity.”° 
Holy Mother then wrote to Swami Saradananda 
that he should convey to Swami Vivekananda 
the permission to ‘go to the West’.”* “The West? in 
this case, was America, specifically Chicago, the 
site of the World’s Parliament of Religions. This 
parliament, which was held from 11 to 28 Sep- 
tember 1893, has been described as ‘a milestone 
in the history of interreligious dialogue, the 
study of world religions, and the impact of East- 
ern religious traditions on American culture.’ It 
is widely accepted that Swami Vivekananda, who 
represented Hinduism at the parliament, made 
an enduring impression on those who heard him 
speak. From this followed his spiritual ministry 


to the West. Thus, the Holy Mother’s sending 
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of Swami Vivekananda to America built a firm 
spiritual bridge between India and that country. 

When Swami Vivekananda chose Swami 
Saradananda to accompany him to the West to 
spread Sri Ramakrishna’s teachings there, Holy 
Mother gave her approval of this venture. She 
later told Swami Girijananda: “My mother was 
very fond of Sharat [Swami Saradananda]. He 
came to me for permission to go to America. 
I blessed him and said: “Don’t be afraid. The 
Master is always protecting you.””* Swami 
Saradananda first spent a few months in Eng- 
land with Swami Vivekananda, but arrived in 
America on July 2, 1896, ready to take up the 
work that the latter had begun in America. After 
his service in New York, Boston, Montclair 
(New Jersey), and Green Acre (Maine), Swami 
Saradananda returned to India in early Febru- 
ary 1898—again answering the call of Swami 
Vivekananda. From then onward he served as 
the Secretary of the Ramakrishna Order.”* Pra- 
vrajika Prabuddhaprana writes that, although 
Swami Saradananda never returned to America, 
‘those swamis who had lived with him and were 
trained by him spent the major part of their 
lives successfully teaching in America.” Thus, 
the work begun by Swami Vivekananda and 
carried on by Swami Saradananda in America 
continued. “The Montclair work was carried on 
first by Swami Abhedananda and then by Swami 
Turiyananda in 1898-99. The New York Society 
was headed by Swami Abhedananda, and Swami 
Turiyananda went to establish an ashram to 
“show the life” in Northern California’’® Five 
direct disciples of Sri Ramakrishna were sent to 
America, signalling the importance to the Rama- 
krishna Order of making connections with that 
nation. Continuing that relationship, numer- 
ous swamis of the Ramakrishna Order have tray- 
elled to America from that time on to spread the 
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‘1Have Come to Help You 
in Your Chosen Path’ 


Ruchira Mitra 


N THE INITIAL DAYS OF Holy Mother's stay 
| in Dakshineswar, when she was there for the 

first time, Sri Ramakrishna suddenly asked 
her by way of examining her: “Well my dear, have 
you come to drag me down to the worldly level?’ 
The Mother replied without a moment’s hesi- 
tation: ‘No. Why should I drag you to worldly 
ways? I have come to help you in your chosen 
path [Tomar ishta pathe sahajya korte eshechhi\: 

We have to understand the deep significance 
of this utterance. The first question that arises 
here is this: The Divine Mother Kali had always 
nurtured Sri Ramakrishna with love, and before 
Sri Ramakrishna wed the Holy Mother, he had 
already realised God. What else was pending 
in his divine aspirations that Holy Mother had 
come to help him in his chosen spiritual path— 
so many years later? 

The second question is: Sri Ramakrishna was 
avatara purusa, an incarnation, and siddha of 
siddhas, greatest among realised souls. Which 
human being can be in a position elevated 
enough to help an incarnation in his chosen 
spiritual path? 

Moreover, when we recollect the incident of 
her coming to Dakshineswar this time, we find 
that on her way, the Mother had a fever. As she 
was laying unconscious on the bed in a wayside 
hut, she saw a dark girl of peerless beauty sitting 
by her, caressing her head and body with her soft 
cool hands. It seemed to remove all her pain. 


Seeing her feet full of dust, the Mother asked: 
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‘Dear child, did not anybody offer you water to 
wash your feet?’ She replied: “No Mother, I shall 
leave forthwith. I came to see you. Mother asked: 
“Where do you come from, my dear?’ The girl 
replied: ‘I come from Dakshineswar’ The Mother 
wondered at this and said: ‘From Dakshineswar? 
I thought I would go there, see my husband and 
serve him. But as I am laid down with fever on 
my way, I fear this may never come to pass.’ The 
dark girl comforted her: “Don’t you worry, you 
will certainly go to Dakshineswar, and you will 
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recover soon and see him. It is for you that I have 
been holding him there’ Mother said: ‘Indeed? 
How are you related to us, my dear?’ The girl 
said: ‘I am your sister. After this conversation, 
the Mother fell asleep. The next morning, she 
found that the fever was off and that the divine 
vision had put fresh zeal and vigour into her. 
Then she started for Dakshineswar again. 

Here the third question arises: What work of 
the Divine Mother was to be done that the Divine 
Mother Herself was holding Sri Ramakrishna in 
Dakshineswar for the arrival of Sarada Devi? 

And the fourth question is: Was it that im- 
portant that the Divine Mother Herself walked 
the path to welcome the Holy Mother and 
oversee her smooth arrival to Dakshineswar? 

Immediately after this, the next strange conver- 
sation took place. As soon as the Master saw Sri 
Sarada Devi on her reaching his room at Dakshi- 
neswar, he exclaimed: ‘Tumi eshechho? Besh kore- 
chho: |‘Ah! You are here at last! That’s well done!’] 
Then He ordered someone nearby: ‘Spread a mat 
for her’ This incident proves that Sri Ramakrishna 
was actually in the ‘know’ of Divine Mother’s 
divine plan and was expecting her arrival. 

Perhaps the only explanation possible is that 
Sri Ramakrishna’s tremendous sadhana for God- 
realisation and his success in reaching the goal of 
human life were not the ‘end’ but the ‘start line’ of 
his ishta path, chosen path. And this ishta path is 
the path of re-establishment of sanatana dharma 
and the ensuring salvation of human beings. This 
was his mission and his sadhanas were the ground- 
work for this grand plan. This is the underlying 
meaning of the Holy Mother’s bold statement and 
Divine Mother Kali’s holding Sri Ramakrishna in 
Dakshineswar so that both of them can do Divine 
Mother's work together. And these three conver- 
sations amply prove that the Holy Mother was 
not an ordinary woman; she was Mother Kali’s 
sister who is on a lofty spiritual pedestal. 
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Mother Kali called Sri Sarada Devi Her 
‘sister’. It is as if out of compassion for the suffer- 
ing people, the Divine Mother Herself came as 
Her own sister, assuming the form of Sri Sarada 
Devi—as a moving idol, reaching directly the 
homes and hearts of the devotees assuring them: 
‘Tam your eternal mother; Iam your true mother. 

Mother Kali planned it in such a way that 
after Sri Ramakrishna’s passing away, Sri Sarada 
Devi would be holding the banner of divine 
power high to re-establish sanatana dharma. 
This is to ensure the salvation of human beings, 
and thus fulfil the incarnation’s mission. 

And the Master told her clearly: ‘Is this 
my trouble alone? It’s yours too. That was the 
reason why Sri Ramakrishna invoked the Univer- 
sal Motherhood in her by doing Shodashi Puja. 
Otherwise, there were not enough reasons for 
his indulging in such an unprecedented action. 

Only once in his lifetime, did the Master 
speak to the Mother in strong words. When 
his devotee Balaram Bose’s wife fell seriously 
ill, the Master told the Mother: ‘Go, visit her. 
The Mother thought of the impropriety of her 
walking in the streets of Calcutta and said: 
‘How am I to go? There’s no conveyance.’ The 
Master replied sharply: “What? You won't go 
when my Balaram’s family is facing disaster? You 
will walk. Go on foot? When we think about 
the implication of the situation in which the 
Master spoke to her thus, we feel sure that the 
Master wanted to impress upon her that it was 
her duty also to look after the devotees in dis- 
tress. He wanted Mother to understand her role 
fully; and when he found that she was somewhat 
hesitant, he reprimanded her for the sake of the 
welfare of devotees. In this incident, we see 
that although Sri Ramakrishna was “khandana 
bhava bandhana; the remover of the bondage 
of transmigration; he did not want the family 
life of his devotees jeopardised. He did not ask 
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Left: Nahabat, where Sri Sarada Devi stayed. Right: The room where Sri Ramakrishna stayed at Dakshineshwar. 


his householder devotees to renounce family 
life, but just wanted that they did not drown 
themselves in materialism. The Master gener- 
ally avoided the word ‘my’; but here his strong 
protective utterance ‘my Balaram’ reminds us 
of Sri Krishna who promised to Arjuna: “Kaun- 
teya pratijanihi na me bhaktah pranasyati; do 
you proclaim boldly, O son of Kunti, that My 
devotee does not get ruined. 

This scolding permanently imprinted the affec- 
tionate attitude of the Master towards his devotees 
in the heart of Sri Sarada Devi for life and this 
became her inherent nature. In fact, she turned 
out to be ‘Ramakrishna gataprana tad-bhava- 
ranjitakara; one whose life is centred on Sri Rama- 
krishna and her mind immersed in his thought’ 
Good and bad, high and low, wise and ignorant, 
or strong and weak—Mother was the caretaker of 
the welfare of all. This is the reason that everybody 
sings without hesitation: ‘Ma achhen ar ami achhi 
bhavna ki achhe amar; Mother is there and Iam 
there, what is there to fear for: 
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Sri Ramakrishna was fully aware of the Holy 
Mother’s role in his divine play. So, he did not 
rest content merely by reminding her of her real 
nature and inviting her explicitly to shoulder the 
responsibility. He always held her in high esteem 
in front of his disciples, thus preparing the field 
for her future leadership. Sri Ramakrishna told 
them: ‘One day when she [Sarada Devi] was 
massaging my feet, she asked me: “How do you 
look upon me?” I replied: “The same Mother 
who is in the temple, the same Mother who 
gave birth to this body and is now living in the 
Nahabat, the same Mother is now rubbing my 
feet. Truly, I clearly perceive you as the blissful 
Divine Mother’ {‘Ami sotyo-i tomake sakshat 
Anandamayee dekhif \ 

It is a well-established fact that Sri Rama- 
krishna never failed to see people as they really 
were. He was not the one to exaggerate either. 
He said Sri Sarada Devi was ‘Anandamayee’ 
(blissful Divine Mother) because He truly 
knew her to be so. 
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On another occasion, Sri Ramakrishna told 
the devotees: ‘She is Sarasvati, the communicator 
of knowledge. She is full of the rarest wisdom. Is 
she of the common run? She is my Shakti’ 

Sri Ramakrishna also knew for sure that the 
Holy Mother’s mind always soared high and 
hence, consequently, she had to be handled care- 
fully and be kept in good humour for the ful- 
filment of his chosen path. This he proclaimed 
again and again. We will recall some incidents 
confirming this. 

The Master used to go to Kamarpukur every 
monsoon and spend days giving spiritual teach- 
ings to the villagers. When Mother was a mere 
child, she would fall asleep during such discus- 
sions. One or another lady would try to wake 
her up, but the Master would restrain them from 
doing so, telling them: ‘Don’t wake her up. If she 
hears all the teachings, she will realise who she is 
and will quickly fly away to her abode.’ Sri Rama- 
krishna said this because he knew that without 
her, his mission would remain unfulfilled. 

The Holy Mother could not send away any- 
one without offering some sweet or fruit. In this, 
she was liberal to a fault. Knowing this, one day, 
the Master argued with her: “How can it be 
managed if there is such extravagance?’ At this, 
the Mother quietly turned her back and walked 
away to Nahabat. The Master became alarmed 
and said to His nephew Ramllal: “Hullo Ramlal, 
go quickly and pacify your aunt. If she gets angry, 
everything will be undone with this (pointing to 
his body). The Master was established in truth. 
If anybody thinks that the Master is exaggera- 
ting the Holy Mother’s value, then he or she will 
be making a grave mistake. The Master said so 
because he truly knew that his mission would 
come to ruin if the Holy Mother was offended. 

Sri Ramakrishna always maintained an at- 
titude of profound respect towards the Holy 
Mother as his spiritual counterpart and fulfiller 
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of his life’s Mission. Therefore, he immediately 
corrected anyone showing disregard or disres- 
pect to her. Once, the Master told his nephew 
Hriday: ‘If you disregard this [Sri Ramakrishna], 
you might be somehow saved; but if you show 
disrespect to the Being who is within her [Sarada 
Devi], you know for certain that even Brahma, 
Vishnu, or Maheswara won't be able to protect 
you. In this way, he confirmed that Sarada Devi 
was none other than the Divine Mother. 

As the Master was preparing to go to the ‘next 
room’ and was concluding his divine play, grad- 
ually he started bringing Mother to the forefront. 

Sri Sarada Devi referred to a day at Kashipur 
when the Master said in an aggrieved tone: “Well 
my dear, won't you do anything? Should this [Sri 
Ramakrishna] do everything single-handedly?’ 
The Mother said: ‘Iam a woman, what can I do?’ 
The Master at once corrected her: “No, no, you 
will have to do a lot. See, the people of Calcutta 
appear to be crawling like worms in the dark. Do 
look after them. What after all has this one done? 
You will have to do much more’ 

The Mother said: “He left me behind to demon- 
strate Motherhood to the world. When the Master 
departed, I too felt like going away. But he appeared 
and said: “No, you stay on, there is much still to 
be done.” The Mother confessed to her disciples: 
“Then I saw truly there was much to be done’ 

Another time Mother reminisced: ‘One day, 
coming back from samadhi the Master told me: 
“See, I went to a land where the people were 
all white. Oh, how much devotion they have!” 
Then, I did not understand. Did I know then 
that foreigners like Ole Bull would become his 
devotees?’ In this way, Sri Ramakrishna was ex- 
tending the boundary of her latent universal 
motherhood. This was proved explicitly when 
she told her revolutionary sons who were bent on 
burning all British goods: “They [British] too are 
my sons!’ Thus, Sri Ramakrishna prepared the 
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ground for her becoming jagajjanani, the mother 
of the whole world in the true sense of the term. 

When we read the Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna, 
we find again and again Sri Ramakrishna telling 
his devotees and disciples the characteristics of 
a true Guru. Sri Ramakrishna told them clearly: 
‘How is it ever possible for one man to liberate 
another from the bondage of the world? God 
alone, the Creator of this world-bewitching 
Maya, can save men from Maya. 

And again Sri Ramakrishna said: “There is 
no other refuge but that great teacher, Satchid- 
ananda. How is it ever possible for men who have 
not realised God or received His command, and 
who are not strengthened with divine strength, 
to save others from the prison-house of the 
world? ... It is difficult to teach others. Only if 
a man gets a command from God, after realising 
Him, is he entitled to teach. There is only one 
Guru, and that is Satchidananda. He alone is the 
Teacher. To teach others, one must have a badge 
of authority; he who receives authority from 
God also receives power from Him. Only then 
can he perform the difficult task of a teacher. 

We will now see how the Holy Mother ful- 
filled all these injunctions to become the real 
Guru as per Sri Ramakrishna’s prescription: 

1. God alone, the Creator of this world-be- 
witching Maya, can save men from Maya’: As 
it is not possible for an ordinary human being to 
liberate another from the bondage of the world, 
Sri Ramakrishna gave this responsibility to the 
Divine Mother (Sri Sarada Devi) Herself: God 
Himself put the liability to save men from Maya 
on the architect of this world-bewitching Maya. 

2. “There is only one Guru, and that is Sat- 
chidananda. He alone is the Teacher’: The One 
Satchidananda Guru who was personified within 
Sri Ramakrishna was within Mother too. Mother 
herself confessed: ‘I am not different from the 
Master. In the course of a conversation, no sooner 
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did Swami Keshavananda express his sorrow at 
not having seen the Master than the Mother 
pointed to her own person and said: “He is here 
in the body in a subtle form. The Master himself 
declared: I shall live within you in a subtle form: 

3. ‘Only ifa man gets acommand from God, 
after realizing Him, is he entitled to teach’: 
Mother could get the vision of God at will. God- 
vision was as easy to her as fruit within the palm 
of her hand. So she was entitled to teach, and to 
become a true guru. 

4. ‘To teach others, one must have a badge 
of authority’: Holy Mother again and again re- 
ceived authority to teach from Sri Ramakrishna, 
an incarnation of God. Thus, she was eligible to 
perform the difficult task of a teacher and was 
authorised to guide the Ramakrishna Order. 

5. How is it ever possible for men who are 
not strengthened with divine strength, to save 
others from the prison-house of the world?’: 
The one who had received Sri Ramakrishna’s (the 
incarnation) worship and the fruits of all his aus- 
terities naturally received special divine power 
from him. 

As an outcome of all these, we find the Holy 
Mother taking up the mantle of guiding the 
nascent Ramakrishna Math and Mission. And we 
are astounded by the quick blossoming of Guru- 
shakti, the power of Guru, in her. This was her 
way of fulfilling her promise to Sri Ramakrishna 
towards helping him in his chosen path. Their 
combined effort was necessary to fulfil the Divine 
Mother’s work. Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna phys- 
ically disengaged himself from the scene and reap- 
peared as the Shakti, the power working through 
Holy Mother and the Divine Mission, which is 
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continuing even now relentlessly. oe 


[Based on Swami Budhananda’s Bengali book 
Sri Ramakrishna Bibhashita Ma Sarada, The 
Gospel of the Holy Mother, and Swami Gambhi- 
rananda’s Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi.] 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


No End in Sight to Crises 


HE WORLD IS REELING under repeated 
crises. The medical crisis in the form of the 
Covid pandemic was followed by the mili- 

tary crisis. The war between Russia and Ukraine 
had a global effect leading to an economic crisis 
resulting in high inflation. Now Europe is facing 
an energy crisis along with other countries like 
China and India. What is an energy crisis? It is 
a concern that limited energy resources are di- 
minishing as demand arises. 

The story commences with the pandemic, 
during which economic activities dwindled and 
demand for energy resources like petroleum 
products and natural gas also hit a rock bottom. 
Naturally, the supply was more than the demand 
and the prices plummeted. As the Covid situ- 
ation improved, with the increased demand for 
energy resources, the demand overtook the sup- 
ply leading to short supply and rising prices. 

The Russia-Ukraine war precipitated this 
already worst situation. Russia, being a prime 
provider of energy to European countries, put re- 
strictions on the energy supply and the prices of 
petroleum products and natural gas have already 
soared as much as 40%. Russia is demanding 
payment for energy products in Roubles, which 
will further escalate the prices in the winter sea- 
son when the demand is high. 

Even prosperous countries in Europe like 
Germany are reeling under the pressure of the 
energy crisis. The industries which demand a 
continuous supply of electricity and heating 
equipment are struggling to survive. The cost of 
electricity is so high that people are using it spar- 
ingly for non-essential utilities. The coming win- 
ter will be literally a “dark period as there will be 
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heavy demand for electricity for heating houses, 
offices, and shops, which may not be available 
in sufficient quantity; even if it does, it will be 
highly expensive. 

Ecology is the worst hit in this energy crisis. 
The countries like Germany have gone back from 
their commitment to close nuclear and coal-fired 
electricity manufacturing units. The demand for 
coal has increased in countries like India, which 
has serious implications for global warming and 
climate change. The energy situation has forced 
several countries to depend mainly on fossil-gen- 
erated energy. Several initiatives to change over 
to renewable and clean energy sources have been 
withheld due to a lack of investment. 

The root cause of this series of crises is the in- 
creased human greed for exploiting precious nat- 
ural resources. This greed manifests in the form 
of over-consumerism and incessant luxury even 
at the cost of rapidly exhausting energy origins. 
The affluent countries are hastening the crises 
through their unjustifiable conduct of serving 
only their self-interests. They do not care for the 
plight of the millions of poor, vulnerable, and 
destitute people suffering endlessly for centuries 
in more than a hundred countries spread around 
the world. Their policies are always aimed at pro- 
viding economic security and financial resources 
for increasing the wellbeing and extravagance 
their societies are brimmed with. Unless this basic 
human weakness is not addressed, any economic 
measure will become futile. As William Shake- 
speare puts this beautifully in his Julius Ceaser: 

Men at some time are masters of their fates: 


The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, 
But in ourselves, that we are underlings. Oe 
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Mother of All 


Meera Alagaraja 


Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi is the real 
spirit behind the birth, growth, and success 
of the Ramakrishna Math and Mission. She is 
one of the founders of the movement, and also 


le GOING OUT on a limb to declare that 


the spiritual force behind them. Even though 
she appears to perfectly share a venerated space 
alongside Sri Thakur and Swamiji, the world 
has not yet begun to witness the fullness of her 
power and glory. So buckle up everyone, for the 
best ride of our lives. She is only getting started. 

Holy Mother represents the past, the present, 
and the future. She is the ideal karma-yogi. Her 
life with Sri Ramakrishna, their extended and 
immediate family members, direct disciples, and 
other householder disciples—all offer evidence 
of someone who creates the perfect balance 
among work, life, and family responsibilities. 
She draws everyone to her and yet she leads her 
life with authenticity and a deep sense of non- 
attachment. How does she pull it off? 

I will leave it to monks, nuns, and experts of 
the Ramakrishna and Sarada tradition to speak 
of her personality and qualities—her dispassion, 
unique marriage, and aspects of everyday living 
that hold so many lessons for us. Because she is 
my Mother, I gathered enough courage to say 
what I think and feel in my heart. Consider this 
to be a letter I would have shared with the Holy 
Mother on Mother’s day. 

First, I think Mother is the ideal karma-yogi. 
Leave it to the Holy Mother, who says, we have to 
take up work and keep busy as it keeps our minds 
from mischief. Work makes us strong. From the 
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Standing left to right: Brahmachari Ganen and Ashutosh Mitra 
Sitting left to right: Nalini, Holy Mother, Radhu, and Lakshmi 
(Calcutta, 1905) 


standpoint of work, her life is exemplary as she 
worked hard every day, and the relentless nature 
of work that comes with living in a joint family 
and journeying frequently from Kolkata to Jay- 
rambati should give us a sense of how she carries 
out her responsibilities with little fuss and worry. 
In getting things done, and done well, there is 
no other like her. On the one hand, she shows us 
how one might manage an incarnation of God, 
and Swamiji and other enlightened masters and 
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householder disciples. She has no qualms assert- 
ing her agency with Sri Ramakrishna or for that 
matter with Swamiji himself on a number of 
occasions. When some matters came up for con- 
versation or discussion with Thakur or Swamiji, 
she invariably had her way. 

On the other hand, she was also constantly 
dealing with family members of Thakur and her 
own. And from all accounts, the interactions with 
family members were not easy and some were very 
challenging, especially with her own relatives in- 
cluding the likes of Surabala and Radhu. If there 
was a way to capture work-family balance or in- 
tegration, her life is a great example. Through her, 
we get a sense of life behind the scenes involving 
an incarnation of God and other spiritual giants. 
In a familial way, she removes the awe we might 
feel thinking of Thakur, Swamiji, and others. She 
makes us feel we are her very own. 

Only an ideal karma-yogi can manage an 
avatar, Swamiji, and other spiritual giants on 
the one hand, and on the other, find the perfect 
balance of handling people from all walks of 
life, and her own relatives—including some 
family members who needed constant care. All 
through the challenging situations, Mother is 
unflappable—a feat possible only for someone 
who is an ideal karma-yogi! 

I think Mother is a perfect role model. Mother 
had multiple roles as a Guru, daughter, wife, sis- 
ter, aunt, and leader. As Sister Nivedita suggests, 
her sense of inclusion is so vast, that it embraces 
the whole universe. Mother’s heart and love are so 
deep and expansive that we have a right to claim 
her as our very own. To know that we can access 
her love, and have the warmth of her generosity 
and care—that alone is all what we need to live, 
breathe, work, and carry on with our responsi- 
bilities. The idea and thought that we can run to 
Mother, when everything else around us is fall- 
ing apart, can bring lightness to our being. I feel 
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Mother is my last go-to; when nothing else works, 
she is the one I know in my heart, who will never 
give up on me, even if I am completely undone. 

I think Mother is the ultimate humanist and 
feminist. The patriarchal nature of society which 
existed in her time could not set limitations for 
this wonderful being. I will share a few incidents 
in her life that suggest her ideas were radical and 
far advanced in her time. Yet, in thinking back on 
the incidents, we find her decisions to be as rele- 
vant to our times today as it was a century ago. 
The stories shine as a spotlight on how Mother 
embodied leadership, and guided disciples and 
followers of Sri Ramakrishna, as well as her own 
family and community members. 

The first incident took place in a village near 
Jayrambati. A young man educated and hailing 
from a wealthy family was initiated by Holy 
Mother. He came often to visit her. He was able 
to organise activities in his village and started an 
ashrama. During this time, he also became in- 
volved in an affair with a young widow. A hun- 
dred years ago, rules around caste and social 
status were even more rigid in smaller towns 
and villages in India. Not surprisingly, the ru- 
mour mills got busy and soon devotees from 
Jayrambati importuned the Holy Mother to 
stop him from visiting her. The Mother was 
firm even though the easier decision would 
have been to stop the young man from visiting 
her. The young man not only continued to visit, 
but he was also able to introduce the girl to the 
Holy Mother. And as with any other devotee, 
both received Mother’s affection. Mother’s love 
transcended all limitations and conditions of 
life. Everyone who came to her was treated with 
kindness and sympathy. 

Another incident is one we are familiar with 
and which occurred after the passing away of the 
Master. As described in the Gospel of the Holy 
Mother, we are informed that at the behest of 
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Thakur, Mother put on a sari with a thin red 
border and also wore gold bangles. Even though 
she was afraid of how people would perceive 
these actions, she continued to follow Thakur’s 
instructions and pushed past rigid social expect- 
ations of how women should conduct them- 
selves at that time. 

A third incident involved a few labourers who 
worked near Udbodhan where Mother lived. 
One of the men started to physically abuse a 
woman who probably was his wife. He started 
to beat her with his fists and kicked her repeat- 
edly with full force. Even though Mother pre- 
ferred to stay in the background, and rarely 
raised her voice, she reprimanded the man in a 
sharp tone. Only when Mother found the man 
had become quiet and wanted to make peace 
with the woman did she come back to her room. 
Mother knew it was her duty to protect those 
who were powerless. 

The final incident is a story I heard from 
Swami Chetanananda; it occurred when Holy 
Mother was living in Udbodhan. Mother would 
often go to the terrace of Udbodhan to sun dry 
foods or clothes. In those days and sometimes in 
towns and villages, the terraces of neighbouring 
homes are adjacent spaces where women meet 
and chat as they go about doing some household 
chore or other. In a neighbouring home, there 
lived a young woman who was married and liv- 
ing with her in-laws. She would often come to the 
terrace herself on a regular basis. In addition to 
the Mother, other residents at Udbodhan would 
also come to the terrace to put things out to dry 
in the sun. A young novice in training in the 
Mother’s household would often go to the ter- 
race to carry out tasks for the Mother. The young 
novice and the young wife from the neighbour- 
ing home would often chat as they carried out 
the tasks for their respective households. These 
conversations made an impression on the young 
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daughter-in-law, and she wrote a letter expressing 
her infatuation with the young novice and leay- 
ing it to be found on the Udbodhan terrace. The 
Holy Mother found the letter when she herself 
came to the terrace. When the opportune mo- 
ment presented itself, Mother called the young 
girl and said: ‘I found a letter that you wrote to 
your husband on our terrace. Saying this, Holy 
Mother handed the letter back to the girl. The 
Mother noticed the indiscretion and acted with 
tact and wisdom as though the young girl was her 
own daughter. Without shaming, she saved the 
girl from what would have been a very uncom- 
fortable situation. Ifonly our indiscretions would 
somehow fall in the hands of the Holy Mother as 
was the case of this young girl! 

In this particular example, we can see that 
the Holy Mother is extraordinarily gracious and 
cultured, and these characteristics have their 
own appeal in a very human setting. In the 
backdrop of human relationships and domes- 
tic life, Mother is willing to accept the limita- 
tions of those around her. Her responses are 
rooted in spirituality and thus, her sympathetic 
approach to sticky situations offers valuable 
advice on how we ought to conduct ourselves 
in similar situations. 

Each one of these incidents offers a measure 
of her greatness. Her personal acts and expressed 
opinions offer some ways to understand her en- 
during appeal. Her simplicity, perfect self-disci- 
pline, social outlook, enthusiasm for work and 
keeping herself constantly busy, discerning wis- 
dom and her acts of love, sympathy and advice— 
are meant for all. She is truly a mother who cannot 
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be limited by social expectations. Oe 
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The Last Days of 
Josephine MacLeod 


Karl Whitmarsh 


(Continued from the previous issue) 


Marine Hospital, 
Ellis Island. 
June 27 [1949] 


Dear ‘Kitty’ Whitmarsh, 

Long years mention of you as such from dear 
Tantine and our many mutual friends cause the 
informality. France has given me the letter in ex- 
planation of Tantine—her illness, progress and 
present situation, and all I can think is the won- 
derful comfort you are to Tantine and the bearer 
of responsibility for her family. How fortunate 
that memory which plays her false also wipes out 
bitterness. Often she thought me Mrs. Leggett as 
I sat beside her and would [hark back?] to happy 
days in Paris or Italy. Tantine has put so very 
much brightness in my life; I could wish even a 
word of mine would give her a moment’s cheer. 

I gather she would be too ill to be interested 
in a letter, so I enclose a card which she may or 
may not focus on. 

France has promised to let me know happen- 
ings. Again may I say sincerely, how glad I am 
that it is with you and the Swami [that] Tantine 
can have her last so troubled days. 

Yours, 

Gretchen Green 

Breed, Abbott and Morgan, 

1, Garden Court, Middle Temple, 
London, E.C. 4. 


July 6, 1949 
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The Countess of Sandwich, 
The Cottage, 
Hinchingbrooke, 
Huntingdon. 


My dear Alberta, 

Thank you for sending me the pitiful letter from 
Katherine [Whitmarsh] with respect to Tantine. 

As to the financial end of the matter, you 
should give yourself no more worry, as I arranged 
with Mr. Traynor of our office, and also with 
Francis [Whitmarsh], so that monies could be 
sent for the payment of any expenses which were 
incurred in connection with Tantine’s problems, 
and am sure that this will go forth. 

Iam writing our office by air mail tomorrow 
so that they will clearly understand the matter. 

Am so sorry I could not come out to see you 
and George but will try to do so when I come 
over later in the fall—early September. 
Best love, 


William [Breed] 


FAO 


Hinchingbrooke Cottage, 
Huntingdon. 


July 8, 1949 
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The Last Days of Josephine MacLeod A 


My dear Kitty, 

I had a letter yesterday from William Breed 
who was in London, and I enclose a copy of it 
for you to see. 

He called me up a few days ago, and I there- 
fore sent him your letter about Tantine written 
on June 24. He told me on the telephone that 
there was plenty of money in New York for just 
such a contingency as Tantine’s illness, and that 
if anything further is needed perhaps you would 
write to him, or Francis [Whitmarsh], both of 
whom are trustees. 

As far as I know, William has left London and 
returned to Paris. 

I hope the whole thing is now clear, and that 
Swami Prabhavananda will receive such money 
as is due to him, or to you, on Tantine’s behalf. I 
think it is better to deal with this matter direct 
with Francis as I do not think William will be 
back for a couple of months. 

You are an angel to have written as you did 
and I appreciate every detail. Do let me know 
how Tantine fares and whether the matter has 
been settled to your satisfaction. 


Affectionately and gratefully, 
Alberta 


[P.S.] There is no hour of the waking day that I 
do not think of her. What a mercy you are near 
her, and will you let me know when the money 
was wired? Also how she is? I think William 
Breed is attending to all this by cable. 
Hinchingbrooke Cottage, 

Huntingdon. 


14 July, 1949 
Dearest Kitty, 
George saw your letter before he went to Lon- 


don for the day. We were very touched by your 
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writing to us and telling us just how Tantine was. 
She sems to have lost a good deal since I saw her 
in New York. She was nothing like as ill as this, 
as you probably know. She is, of course, much 
more difficult to manage as soon as she gets her 
strength back, but she grew much worse, I think, 
after the journey to California. I am thankful she 
does not want to return to New York. 

Iam glad she is as happy as she can be in Cali- 
fornia and that everything is just the way she 
wants it. She has been all her life the most unself- 
ish person in the world and it is only in her ill- 
ness that she has grown so difficult. I am glad she 
rests so much and sleeps a good part of the day. 

I had to laugh at your description of how she 
sits in the car from 8 a.m. onwards waiting to be 
taken for a drive. If she were perfectly well, she 
would have got into a tram and taken that drive 
much more economically, and more to her liking! 

Iam very touched by all the kindness that sur- 
rounds her. You write such perfect letters, Kitty 
dear, that you give me the feeling that I am there. 
As I told you in my last letter, William Breed 
said there was plenty of money, so I hope it is ar- 
riving regularly. I have not heard from him since 
he went to Paris. I did not want to appear mean 
but I knew that she was Mother’s first thought 
when she made her Will and that there must be 
money available which nobody else could spend 
but Tantine or her trustees. William Breed 
cleared that up when he was here. 

I am very touched by your telling me how 
she hangs on to the tiny muff. IfI gave it to her, 
I do not remember it. I should think probably 
Mother bought it and gave it to me to give to 
Tantine! It was 50 years or more ago! 

I shall never forget all your very great 
kindness. 

Lovingly and gratefully, 
Alberta 


FORK 
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Rockingham Castle, 
Market Harborough. 
August 4.49 
Dearest Kitty, 

Thank you for your dear letter written July 
29. It was forwarded from Hinchingbrooke and 
reached me today. 

You are infinitely good to write me fre- 
quently and in detail. Tomorrow I join George 
[at] Powerstock Bridport Dorset where we will 
be till August 20. Then home and Huntingdon 
is sufficient. 

I agree with all that you say. Tantine may live 
some time yet and may go off peacefully in her 
sleep. No one can tell what will happen. 

I rejoice that she is not in physical pain and 
that you and Swami Prabhavananda are near her. 

She has had skillful and devoted care in Cali- 
fornia. For that I will be always grateful. What a 
mercy that she left her New York hotel. 

Iam spending 10 days with [daughter] Faith 
and Michael. Weather as perfect as California. 
George is in Dorset and I join him by car tomor- 
row Starting at 10 a.m. 

It has been wonderful this past week here 
and seeing how devoted Michael is to Faith 
and Gemma. Both so happy. I wish Faith’s son 
had lived, but it was the doctors’ delivery and 
through no fault of Faith. Next time they will 
go to London. 

You have grown very dear to me, and are of 
rare quality like a sister. | am very glad you are 
much younger. You should last many a year lon- 
ger than I, and be a friend to my children. 

Come and see me, when you can. 


Lovingly and gratefully, 
Alberta 


FAO 


August 12°49 
Copse Barn. Powerstock Bridport Dorset. 
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Dearest Kitty, 

Iam so grateful for your several letters. Poor 
Tantine. 

If she is conscious at any time, give her 
George’s and my love. I was minded to write to 
her this morning, thinking that she may wake 
and ask for a letter. If you think this might hap- 
pen, let me know, and I would send an airmail 
like this, just saying that we have had a lovely 
holiday, a week with Faith at Rockingham 
and nearly three weeks (when we get back to 
Huntingdon) at George’s enchanting bungalow 
in Dorset. 

I don’t think that Tantine has ever stayed here. 
A [friend’s?] architect built it for him since 46 
and I don’t think she came over since then but 
the once, when she disliked our house at Hinch- 
ingbrooke, left the next day and sailed back on 
the return journey of the ship she left New York 
in! I think the weather was cold, but our house 
warm. Poor dear. She wanted to go on to India, 
but the Passport authorities wouldn’t let her go 
owing to her age. We did all we could to help 
her. How far is Hollywood from Santa Barbara? 


Lovingly and gratefully, 
Alberta 


[P.S.] I have a letter this morning from Dro- 
goss stepdaughter Janet Campbell our grandson 
Billy’s sister. Suddenly at 24, she has developed 
acute tuberculosis of the lungs as result of a cold. 
She is in bed in a sanatorium at Penzance in 
Cornwall. Full of sweetness and patience. Why 
are two such fine natures so different as Tantine 
and Janet? We go home to Hinchingbrooke Au- 
gust 20—next week. 


Love, 
Alberta as 


(To be continued) 
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The Lengthening Shadow: 125 Years 
of the Ramakrishna Mission 


Srinjay Chakravarti 


(Continued from the previous issue) 


The Math vis-a-vis the Mission 


WAMI PRABHANANDA WRITES: 

[Sri Ramakrishna] had a following of all- 

renouncing monks that dedicated itself to 
realizing his teachings for the welfare of the 
world at large. Householder devotees joined 
them too and together they tried to implement 
the Master’s mission through an organization 
that formed the core of the Ramakrishna Move- 
ment. Though subsequently the organization 
became two legal entities and assumed the 
names, the Ramakrishna Math and the Rama- 
krishna Mission, they sprang from the same 
source and their growth and development were 
sustained by the same spirit.** 


Hence, we can see that the Mission and Math 
are umbilically linked to each other. 


Although, legally and financially, Ramakrishna 
Mission and Ramakrishna Math are independ- 
ent institutions, they are inseparably related to 
each other ideologically and administratively. 
Moreover, there are several Ramakrishna Math 
centres which do the work of Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion such as running hospitals, schools, dispens- 
aries, rural development centres, etc. This means 
discussions on Ramakrishna Mission have ne- 
cessarily to include Ramakrishna Math also.’ 
Unlike the Ramakrishna Math which is a 
purely monastic institution, the Ramakrishna 
Mission is a public Association or Society open 
to monks as well as lay people. Any person 
who has faith in Sri Ramakrishna and his mes- 
sage and is in sympathy with the Ramakrishna 
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Mission is eligible for its membership. Lay 
people help the monks in running educational, 
medical and other types of institutions. ... 

The Ramakrishna Math is administered by a 
Board of Trustees. ... The Ramakrishna Mission is 
administered by a Governing Body, which is com- 
posed of the Trustees of Ramakrishna Math.** 

Ramakrishna Math is a monastic order 
for men brought into existence by Sri Rama- 
krishna. ... Ramakrishna Mission is a registered 
society in which monks of the Ramakrishna 
Mission and lay devotees cooperate in con- 
ducting various types of social service mainly 
in India. ... These twin organizations have set 
in motion a non-sectarian, universal spiritual 
movement which has been silently working for 
more than a hundred years to catalyse the spir- 
itual regeneration of humanity.’” 

A unique feature of these two organizations— 
the Ramakrishna Math and the Ramakrishna 
Mission—is that, in spite of their being distinct 
legal entities, they are closely related, as the Trus- 
tees of the Math constitute the Governing Body 
of the Mission. But while only monks are mem- 
bers of the Math, membership of the Mission 
is open to householders also. It is not merely 
monks who have to live up to the ideal shown by 
Sri Ramakrishna and disseminate his teachings; 
householders are equally responsible. Thus we see 
thousands of householders upholding the ideal 
of Sri Ramakrishna and spreading his message 
shoulder to shoulder with the monks.** 


Citing the Report of the Ramakrishna Math 


and Ramakrishna Mission of March 1997, 
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Satchidananda Dhar noted: “Though both the 
organizations take up charitable and philan- 
thropic activities, the former lays emphasis on 
religion and preaching, while the latter is wed- 
ded mainly to welfare activities undertaken with 
a spiritual outlook.” 
Swami Prabhananda points out: 
A question may be asked: Why did Swamiji es- 
tablish the Mission over and above the Math? 
The question gains significance from the fact 
that not only were these two terms, Math and 
Mission, often used interchangeably and the 
institutions engaged themselves in overlapping 
activities, but both of them often overstepped 
their own limits as an ideational level too. ... 
There is no doubt, however, that the distinctive- 
ness of the Math from the Mission was clear in 
Swamiji’s mind.*° 
Swami Gambhirananda too acknowledges: 
“The very fact that Swami Vivekananda estab- 
lished two separate institutions, the Math and 
the Mission, reveals that he had a premonition 
of this necessity’ (of such bifurcation). 
According to Swami Prabhananda: “Swa- 
miji’s idea was to create a new order of monks 
who would renounce the world but would not 
thereby opt out of it; as part of their spiritual 
discipline, they would rather try to relieve the 
distress of the hapless people who suffer in the 
world. It is in this context that the interplay of 
the Ramakrishna Math and the Ramakrishna 
Mission acquires significance.* 
Swami Shivananda once said in an address: 
The present division of the activities of the 
Ramakrishna Order into those of the Rama- 
krishna Mission and Ramakrishna Math, 
which may give rise to a little confusion, is a 
purely technical one. It is generally believed 
that the Math is, as it were, a place for medi- 
tation and study alone, whereas philanthropic 
works have been relegated to the scope of the 
Mission proper. Though in practice it has be- 
come so in some cases, it is necessary to clear 
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up any confusion that may exist in this respect. 
... [T]he Math conceived by Swamiji includes 
everything—work as well as worship, social ser- 
vice as well as meditation and study. 


In this context, another interesting historical 
aspect is of significance: 


[T]he Mission is in the foreground in India and 
the Asian countries, whereas the Math is so in 
Europe and the United States. For legal reasons, 
the Math did not spread out in the East outside 
India and the erstwhile Pakistan, the centres 
in the latter country having sprung up before 
the partition of India in 1947. For legal reasons, 
again, and for facility of work, the Mission went 
only to those British possessions that had suf- 
ficient concentration of Indian population to 
ensure its stability, and profit by its presence. In 
most of these places, the Mission was separately 
registered, although a strong legal link with the 
headquarters was specifically guaranteed. The 
case was entirely different with regard to the 
Western countries, where the national constitu- 
tion would not usually allow either the Math or 
the Mission to function as a legal entity.’ 


The centres in Asia... are all constituted 
under the Mission... conduct cultural, educa- 
tional, and philanthropic work just like their 
prototypes in India, though religious activity 
is not altogether left out. 


‘The foreign centres in Europe and America, 
however, carry on spiritual work consisting [of ] 
public preaching, group studies, private inter- 
views, meditation, worship, publication of re- 
ligious and philosophical books, and so on. 
Though constituted under local laws, they main- 
tain intimate connection with the Belur Math. 


Swami Budhananda made some interesting 
observations when he wrote: 


[T]he Ramakrishna Movement forged its way 
into history through its two wings, the Math 
and the Mission. The former is the brotherhood 
of the monastics and the latter is the registered 
organization for carrying on works mentioned 
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before in association with lay followers of the 
Order. Technically speaking though these are 
two separate organizations, practically they are 
two-in-one or one-in-two, for the Trustees of the 
former are Members of the Governing Body of 
the latter. The monastic members of the Mission 
are also members of the Math and largely respon- 
sible for carrying out the activities of the latter. 

In a manner of speaking, by its limb of the 
Math, the Movement keeps its firm grip over 
the timeless, the imponderable and essential 
traditions of the most ancient spiritual culture 
of the world. By its other limb the Mission, it 
keeps in touch with time, enters into the prob- 
lems of humanity and serves the needy and the 
helpless, all the time trying to bring on human 
life the impacts of the spirit. The Math gives the 
Movement vertical ascension, the Mission, hor- 
izontal diffusion. The former gives it spiritual 
stability, the latter humanitarian dynamism. ... 

[I]n the operational process, there has been 
so much coalescence, like Ganga-Yamuna 
waters at Triveni. ... 

[T ]hough the word ‘Math’ has an oriental 
origin and the ‘Mission’ an occidental one, the 
foundation, the focal point and the expanding hori- 
zon, of both of them, is Ramakrishna—all that he 
is. He is the source and he is the river flowing. 


A similar point was expressed by Swami 


Gahanananda: ‘All the power of the Ramakrishna 


Movement has as its source Sri Ramakrishna.” 


Another explanation is: 


From legal point of view the organization has 
two distinct wings—the Ramakrishna Math and 
the Ramakrishna Mission. But this distinction 
is tenuous, often overlaps and therefore, more 
theoretical than real. The Math and the Mission 
are closely related: The Governing Body of the 
Mission is made up of Trustees of the Math and 
the administrative work of the Mission is fully in 
the hands of the monks of the Math. Though the 
origin of both the Math and the Mission can be 
traced back to the days of Baranagar monastery, 
the Math was registered as a trust only in 1901, 
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and the Mission, a registered society, in 1909, 
twelve years after it had been started by Swami 
Vivekananda on 1 May 1897. People, however, 
loosely use the name ‘Ramakrishna Mission’ 
to mean both the Ramakrishna Math and the 
Ramakrishna Mission. Though both the Math 
and the Mission take up charitable and philan- 
thropic activities, the former lays emphasis on 
spiritual development of people and the latter 


gives priority to welfare work.** as 


(To be continued) 
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PRABUDDHA BHARATA — 125 YEARS AGO 


Glimpses from the Glorious Past 


Vedanta 


(From December 1897 issue) 


(A lecture delivered by Swami Vivekananda 
at Lahore on 12th November 1897) 


WO WORLDS THERE ARE in which we 

live, one the external, the other internal. 
Human progress has been made, from days 

of yore, almost in parallel lines along both these 
worlds. The search began in the external, and 
man at first wanted to get answers for all the deep 
problems from outside nature. Man wanted to 
satisfy his thirst for the beautiful and the sublime 
from all that surrounded him; he wanted to ex- 
press himself and all that was within him in the 
language of the concrete; and grand indeed were 
the answers he got, most marvellous ideas of God 
and worship, and most rapturous expressions of 
the beautiful. Sublime ideas came from the ex- 
ternal world indeed. But the other, opening out 
for humanity later, laid out before him a universe 
yet sublimer, yet more beautiful, and infinitely 
more expansive. In the Karma Kanda portion of 
the Vedas, we find the most wonderful ideas of 
religion inculcated, we find the most wonderful 
ideas about an overruling Creator, Preserver, and 
Destroyer of the universe presented before us in 
language sometimes the most soul-stirring. Most 
of you perhaps remember the most wonderful 
shloka in the Rig-Veda Samhita where you get the 
description of chaos, perhaps the sublimest that 
has ever been attempted yet. In spite of all this, we 
find it is only a painting of the sublime outside, 
we find that yet it is gross, that something of mat- 
ter yet clings to it. Yet we find that it is only the 
expression of the Infinite in the language of mat- 
ter, in the language of the finite, it is the infinite 
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of the muscles and not of the mind; it is the in- 
finite of space and not of thought. Therefore, 
in the second portion of Jnana Kanda, we find 
there is altogether a different procedure. The first 
was a search in external nature for the truths of 
the universe; it was an attempt to get the solution 
of the deep problems of life from the material 
world. ‘Yasyaite Himavanto mahitva; whose glory 
these Himalayas declare’. This is a grand idea, but 
yet it was not grand enough for India. The Indian 
mind had to fall back, and the research took a dif- 
ferent direction altogether; from the external the 
search came to the internal, from matter to mind. 
There arose the cry, “When a man dies, what be- 
comes of him?’ “Astityeke nayam astiti caike; some 
say that he exists, others that he is gone; say, O 
king of Death, what is the truth?’ An entirely dif- 
ferent procedure we find here. The Indian mind 
got all that could be had from the external world, 
but it did not feel satisfied with that; it wanted to 
search further, to dive into its own soul, and the 
final answer came. 

The Upanishads, or the Vedanta, or the Ara- 
nyakas, or Rahasya is the name of this portion of 
the Vedas. Here we find at once that religion has 
got rid of all external formalities. Here we find at 
once that spiritual things are told not in the lan- 
guage of matter, but in the language of the spirit; 
the superfine in the language of the superfine. 
No more any grossness attaches to it, no more 
is there any compromise with things of worldly 
concern. Bold, brave, beyond the conception 
of the present day, stand the giant minds of the 
sages of the Upanishads, declaring the noblest 
truths that have ever been preached to humanity, 
without any compromise, without any fear. This, 
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my countrymen, I want to lay before you. © 
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VEDANTA IN ORIGINAL SANSKRIT 


‘Atma Anatma Viveka’: Discernment 
between Self and Non-Self 


Original in Sanskrit: Sri Shankaracharya 


Translation into English with word to word meaning and copious notes: 


Swami Atmapriyananda 


(Continued from the previous issue) 


frardiagarencaatecediaaeqasndarcaa- 
sarat faa | 


fara vijatiya alien (foreign) darlene 
dehadipratyaya thoughts of the body etc. ta 
rahita devoid of advitiyavastu the non- 
dual Reality (Brahman) Os sajatiya of the 
same kind WAIN: pratyayapravahah stream 
(flow) of thoughts fafeearaa nididhyasanam 


meditative awareness. 


‘Meditative awareness’ [means]: stream (flow) 
of thoughts of same kind, devoid of alien (foreign) 
thoughts of the body etc., [owing to profound ab- 
sorption in] the non-dual Reality (Brahman). 


Tee: | Aordiacaegaacereeaa 
SaTdaediaaed assess taeat 
fafa’: 


BEI asya of this 88: arthah import Para 
vijatiya alien (foreign) eile dehadi beginning 
with the body, etc. Jed budhyanta upto the 
intellect jadapadartha inert matter 
FREI nxirdkaranena by eliminating (discard- 
ing) ASA sajatiya of the same kind 
advitiyavastu the non-dual Reality (Brahman) 
FHA visaya subject AAA pratyaya thought 

t pravahikaranam causing the flow of 
fafesaraa, nididhyasanam meditative awareness 
Au: ityarthab means thus. 
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[The] import is this. Thus, ‘meditative aware- 
ness’ means causing the flow of thoughts of the 
same kind on the non-dual Reality (Brahman) 
by eliminating (discarding) alien (foreign) 
thoughts regarding inert matter beginning with 
the body, etc. up to the intellect.’ 


Notes: 

1. meditative awareness: Nididhydasana has been 
prescribed as the means of realisation of the 
Atman in the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad (verses 
2.4.5 and 4.5.6): ‘ATA Al Be FEA: Mea AeA 
Peace AAT sare AT ST eRe AAT AAT 
fagtea ad we fAfed; the Arman, O Maitreyi, should 
be seen (perceived), attentively heard of, deeply re- 
flected on, and contemplated upon. By the vision 
(perception) of the Atman, O [Maitreyi], through 
attentive listening, deep reflection and meditative 
awareness, all this is known’ (verse 2.4.5). Com- 
menting on this verse, Sri Sankaracarya explains 
nididhyasana as follows: ‘cet  Wlatael 
‘Aldta:; thereupon should be contemplated 
upon, meditated upon with unwavering convic- 
tion. Commenting on the other (almost identi- 
cal) verse from Brhadaranyaka Upanisad (4.5.6), 
Sti Sankaracarya explains nididhydsana as: Wd, 
Fiend Wadd aA Aaa se; lastly meditated upon 
(lit. known), ascertained to be such and such 
and not otherwise’ (Swami Madhavananda’s 
translation). In the Vivekacidamani verse 364, 
Sti Sankaracarya states: ‘Yd: Wet i 
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Harare | Prigeare & fafeenetnA; reflec- 
tion (manana) should be considered a hundred 
times superior to hearing (sruzi), and meditation 
(nididhyasana) a hundred thousand times super- 
ior even to reflection, but the zirvikalpa samadhi 
is infinite in its results’ (Swami Madhavananda’s 
translation). In the Paricadasi, Sri Vidyaranya 
Muni defines nididhydsana as follows: ‘aRat 
ffararacetsd Gare: wnat ad | TRarcatate 
PIgaRedtyad; nididhydsana (meditative aware- 
ness) is verily that one-pointed focus of the mind 
established with unwavering conviction in the 
meaning (that is, the import) of the mahavakyas 
that teach the identity of Atman/Brahman’ 
(PancadaSi 1.54). Suresvaracarya, in his vartika 
(explanatory notes) on the Madhu Brahmana 
portion of the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad (vartika 
no. 16), seems to define nididhyasana some- 
what differently as follows: ‘qaraaigquaded- 
fia aafia: 1 gett it fate d; 
nididhydsana is said to be that kind of ptofound 
understanding (realisation) of the One (nondual) 
Atman (Self) from the teachings of the scriptures 
and the preceptor and [one’s own] realisation, and 
supported by reason. In the Bhagavad Gita verses 
6.25-26, the process by which the mind gets un- 
waveringly absorbed in the Atman is described as 
follows: ‘Set: Fen waryetaat | srerreteel 
Wa: Fat a Prat aa | ait seit frarete 
TASCA | AeceTa eae Aaa eat AA; 
one should gradually withdraw with the intellect 
endowed with steadiness. Making the mind fixed 
in the Self, one should not think of anything what- 
soever. (The yogi) should bring (this mind) under 
the subjugation of the Self Itself, by restraining it 
from all those causes whatever due to which the 
restless, unsteady mind wanders away’ (Swami 
Gambhirananda’s translation). Commenting on 
these two verses, Sri Sankaracarya concludes: ‘Wd 

: Mee Ha:; the 
mind of the yogi is completely stilled in the Self 
(Atman) by the power of Yogic practice. This may 
be taken to indicate the state of nididhyasana. 


SA AA TWealfexaewes: | aelferafer srl 2 
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spetieqaniaT a STeteeaTioT a | ISH Fee: 
Fae fraraea: | 

aH: damah Dama WW nama means Wa bahya 
external afeaa indriya organs fe: nigrahah res- 
traint. bahyendriyani external organs 
allel kani what? PARAM karmendriyani organs 
of action U4 pavica five aerate jnanendriyani 
organs of knowledge 94 pavica. At tesa of them 
fae: nigrahah restraint FAME sravanadi ‘atten- 
tive listening, etc. vyatirikta excepting 
favral visayebhyo matters fafa: nivrttib cessa- 


tion GA: damah dama. 


Dama means restraint of external organs. 
What are external organs? The five organs of 
action and the five organs of knowledge. Dama, 
the restraint of these [organs], means cessation 
[of their activities] excepting in matters [relat- 
ing to] attentive listening, etc. 


Notes: 


1. restraint of external organs: Restraint of the in- 
driyas (sense organs), both jzanendriyas (organs of 
knowledge) and karmendriyas (organs of action), 
is considered the sine qua non for the attainment 
of Supreme Knowledge. For example, the de- 
scription of sthita prajna in the second chapter of 
the Bhagavad Gita where sthitaprajnata (getting 
established in Supreme Knowledge) is equated 
ui complete restraint of the senses: ‘gal dard 
aaa: | fe : Te Fall 

stati and when this one fully withdraws the 
senses from the objects of the senses, as a tortoise 
wholly (withdraws) the limbs, then his wisdom 
remains established’ (Gita 2.58; Swami Gambhi- 
rananda’s translation); ‘ACA Aetatel fete 
Bae: | eexaOieeaeh TE FaM feats; there- 
fore, O mighty-armed one, his wisdom becomes 
established whose organs in all their varieties are 
withdrawn from their objects’ (Gita 2 2.68; Swami 
Gambhirananda’s translation); @at f aeafexarht 
TEI Fal eiSet:; for, the wisdom of one whose 
organs are under control becomes steadfast’ (Gita 
2.61; Swami Gambhirananda’s translation). 8 
(To be continued) 
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YUVA BHARATA (Youth Forum) 


Swami Vivekananda’s Ideas on the Need for 
Values-Based Education 


Dr Satyendra Kumar Srivastava 


If education is identical with information, the 
libraries are the greatest sages in the world and 
encyclopaedias are the Rishis. 

You consider a man as educated if only he 
can pass some examinations and deliver good 
lectures. The education which does not help 
the common mass of people to equip them- 
selves for the struggle for life, which does not 
bring out strength of character, a spirit of phil- 
anthropy, and the courage of a lion—is it worth 
the name? Real education is that which enables 
one to stand on one’s own legs." 

— Swami Vivekananda in a conversation 
at Belur Math in 1898 


WAMI VIVEKANANDA (12 January 1863 — 

4 July 1902), also known as the ‘warrior 

monk; the ‘unique saint, is one of the most 
prominent figures of modern times not only for 
India but for the whole world. His dynamic per- 
sonality with illuminating ideas have inspired 
and still inspire millions of youth across the 
whole world. His simple but elegant thoughts 
are continuing to inspire youth all these years. 
This article throws light upon his ideas on value- 
based education and further emphasises its 
need in the present education system. Although 
Vivekananda did not write any separate book 
on education, he contributed valuable thoughts 
based on his own experience on the subject that 
are relevant and viable today. Sister Nivedita 
often used to say that those who knew Swami 
Vivekananda understood that he was the one 
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who himself experienced in his own life all the 
truths about which he wrote or spoke. This is 
equally applicable when he addresses the signifi- 
cance of values-based education. 

‘Values’ is an omnibus term. It includes so 
many ethical notions like honesty, self-respect, 
self-reliance, respect for women and poor 
people, love and compassion for all, duty to- 
wards country, society and family, selfless service, 
social commitment, and so on. A values-based 
education should incorporate these notions. In 
the absence of these higher ideas, education will 
become a collection of information, a dry pre- 
cept or dogma. So at the outset, it is necessary 
to mention, what ‘education is not and then we 
would discuss ‘what education is. In his lecture 
“The Future of India’, Swamiji points out: 

Education is not the amount of informa- 
tion that is put into your brain and runs riot 
there, undigested all your life. We must have 
life-building, man-making, character-mak- 
ing assimilation of ideas. If you have assimi- 
lated five ideas and made them your life and 
character, you have more education than any 
man who has got by heart a whole library. 
BO LECK AREA FM AY FAA |— ‘the 
ass carrying its load of sandalwood knows only 
the weight and not the value of the sandalwood. 
If education is identical with information, the 
libraries are the greatest sages in the world and 
encyclopaedias are the Rishis (ibid., 3.302). 

He expresses similar views in a letter on “Our 
Present Social Problems dated 23 December 1898: 
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What is education? Is it book learning? No. Is 
it diverse knowledge? Not even that. The train- 
ing by which the current and expression of will 
are brought under control and become fruitful 
is called education. Now consider, is that edu- 
cation as a result of which the will, being con- 
tinuously choked by force through generations, 
is well-nigh killed out; is that education under 
whose sway even the old ideas, let alone the new 
ones, are disappearing one by one; is that edu- 
cation which is slowly making man a machine? 

(ibid., 4.490). 

These two expressions tell us “what education 
is not according to Swami Vivekananda. That 
is, first we should know ‘what education is not 
after that we will be able to understand ‘what 
education is’ more clearly. In one of his famous 
interviews delivered on 24 January 1898, Swamiji 
opines his ideal notion of education: ‘We want 
that education by which character is formed, 
strength of mind is increased, the intellect is ex- 
panded, and by which one can stand on one’s 
own feet’ (ibid., 5.342). 

To achieve this ideal of education, Swamiji 
gives importance to the role of teachers because 
it is the teachers whose actions and behaviours 
leave an indelible impact on young minds. It is 
the teacher who teaches students about some 
values apart from academic knowledge. The role 
of a teacher is more important than just impart- 
ing bookish knowledge. Also, for this, the char- 
acter of the teacher is equally important as his 
intellectual acumen. As he writes in “Bhakti-Yoga’: 


The question is often asked, “Why should we 
often look into the character and personality 
of a teacher? We have only to judge of what 
he says, and take that up’ This is not right. ... 
The sine qua non of acquiring spiritual truth 
for one’s self or for imparting it to others is the 
purity of heart and soul. ... He must be per- 
fectly pure, and then alone comes the value of 


his words (ibid., 3.50). 
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In an interview published in Madras Times 
in February 1897, Swamiji argued that a values- 
based education requires a teacher of great per- 
sonal integrity. He spoke: 


My idea of education is personal contact with 
the teacher. ... Without the personal life of a 
teacher, there would be no education. Take 
your Universities. What have they done dur- 
ing the fifty years of their existence? They 
have not produced one original man. They 
are merely an examining body. The idea of the 
sacrifice for common weal is not yet developed 


(ibid., 5.224). 


A similar view was endorsed by Mahatma 
Gandhi as he mentioned in his autobiography 
that a coward teacher cannot teach about the 
courage to his students. As he writes: “My idea 
was never to entrust children to commonplace 
teachers. Their literary qualification was not so 
essential as their moral fibre.” 

According to Swamiji, education should 
not be confined to a few people and limited to 
the self-interest of the intellectuals but it must 
and should have a social concern for poor and 
downtrodden people. The purpose of educa- 
tion should be the alleviation of humanity as 
a whole, irrespective of class, caste, creed, sex, 
and religion. As he expresses his wish: “Intelli- 
gence must not remain the monopoly of the cul- 
tured few; it will be disseminated from higher 
to lower classes.” 

Swamiji wants to fix responsibility for edu- 
cated persons that they should work for the wel- 
fare of uneducated and poor people, otherwise, 
the main purpose of education will be defeated. 
He emphasises this responsibility very strongly 
with the following words: ‘T call him a traitor 
who, having been educated, nursed in luxury 
by heart’s blood of the downtrodden millions 
of toiling poor, never even takes a thought for 
them’ (ibid., 8.329-30). 
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Actually, a persistent problem in India was 
that mindset in which education was confined 
to very few people. These people used it as a ‘sta- 
tus symbol, which created a sense of hierarchy 
among them. This is against the philosophy 
of values-based education which talks about 
equality. Swamiji expresses his concern in a let- 
ter dated 24 April 1897 to Shrimati Sarala Gho- 
sal, editor of Bharti from Darjeeling, titled “The 
Education That India Needs’: 

The chief cause of India’s ruin has been the 

monopolising of the whole education and 

intelligence of the land, by dint of pride and 
royal authority, amonga handful of men. If we 
are to rise again, we shall have to do it in the 
same way, i.e. by spreading education among 
the masses (ibid., 4.482). 


It is clear that education should not be limited 
to a few people and for their self-interests only, 
but it must have concern for the good of all, es- 
pecially for the welfare of the poor. It should not 
be a dry precept loaded with facts, but it must 
be full of liveliness. Of course, intellect, ration- 
ality, and jobs are integral aspects of education; 
therefore, these are important; but these should 
not be developed and nurtured at the cost of hu- 
manistic and ethical values. Humanity is more 
important than rationality. In an educated so- 
ciety duties and rights should co-exist without 
suppressing each other. History has witnessed 
that those who had set a paradigm for develop- 
ment at national and international levels were 
not intellectually genius, but average people with 
high integrity. Famous philanthropist and busi- 
nessman Warren Buffett (1930- ) rightly says: 
‘Look for three things in a person—intelligence, 
energy, and integrity. If they do not have the last 
one, don’t even bother with the first two.* 

It is a well-known fact that an educated but 
valueless person is more dangerous than an illit- 
erate person whose heart is pure. In our school 
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days, we were told that a hungry and poor per- 
son would steal a few kilograms of food grains 
from a godown but a university topper devoid 
of values can steal the food grains of the entire 
godown. Only values-based education can play 
a vital role in curing these types of evils and pre- 
venting corruption. It can also play a very crucial 
role in shaping the future of humanity. We all 
know that the crisis of present society is not the lack 
of education, but the lack of values-based education. 
In values-based education, we give equal import- 
ance to ethical and emotional aspects of life as 
well as rational. In other words, the purity of the 
heart is equally important as the sharpness of the 
mind or brain. As Swamiji spoke in a lecture that 
he delivered in London on 27 October 1896: 


What we really want is head and heart com- 
bined. The heart is great indeed; it is through 
the heart that come the great inspirations of 
life. I would a hundred times rather have a lit- 
tle heart and no brain, than be all brains and 
no heart. Life is possible, progress is possible 
for him who has heart, but he who has no heart 
and only brains dies to dryness.” 


Thus, true education means an all-round de- 
velopment of human life including physical, 
intellectual, moral, and spiritual. An ideal educa- 
tion system cannot discard any of these aspects. 
A fine education system must have a fine balance 
and harmony among mind, body, and soul. o& 


(To be continued) 
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GLIMPSES OF HUMAN VALUES -— 4 


Chamba Hills and River 


When the Divine Lord Protects 


Swami Japananda 


Translated from Hindi by Swami Videhatmananda 


HE WANDERING SANNYASIN was com- 
ing down from Chamba mountains (Pun- 
jab) towards Pathankot. As it was the 

rainy season, the rain was pouring cats and 
dogs! He had no umbrella with him and had 
just a thin blanket used as an umbrella. Even 
that too had become a burden for him after 
getting drenched. So he had to squeeze the wet 
blanket again and again and cover the body 
with it. There was a village after 12-13 miles 
and there was no other place to halt on the way. 
The length of this short route to Pathankot was 
15-20 miles less than Pathankot-Dalhousie- 
Chamba main road. 
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The village was visible from afar. One has to 
cross a bridge, but alas, the road had been dam- 
aged and disappeared up to a long distance! 
There was no way to go forward, so the san- 
nyasin thought—what to do now? Meanwhile, 
a trail was seen, which had gone almost half a 
mile down up to the river Chambal. And the 
waterfall which had broken the path, was pour- 
ing into the river with great velocity. The trail 
had crossed it, again to meet the road. That was 
the only way to go to the bridge in front. The rest 
was all uphill and high mountains. There was no 
way to climb there. Hence, the sannyasin went 
downwards and reached the river. 
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The Chambal river had taken the form of 
destruction and was running—dancing and 
roaring—with great speed. It was brimming with 
water and its flow level was only a little below the 
high bridge! But the speed of that waterfall was 
so intense that even a little slip of foot could take 
one straight into the lap of the river. The flow of 
the river—bouncing and jumping through the 
stones—was such that even if a blade of grass fell 
into that, it would split into pieces and destruc- 
tion would be the only consequence. 

What to do now? During that fierce rain, 
there was no person to be seen around, who 
could help or support the sannyasin. Therefore, 
the only option was to try to go across the river 
on the bank. No sooner than he put two steps 
ahead in the water of the stream, his one leg sub- 
merged more than half into the mud. Also, his 
long hand-stick made of mountain wood went 
inside about three-quarters and the sannyasin 
was trapped there in a helpless condition. 

Now, there was a load of the waterfall below 
and the rains kept falling from above. The icy 
wind of the Himalayas was blowing and due to 
the drenching of all the clothes, the sannyasin 
was in intense suffering. Seeing his end to be 
certain, he began to remember the Lord and, 
closing his eyes, waited for his death. The only 
feeling in his mind was “May Thy will be done? 

That very moment, there was a terrible 
sound. The sannyasin was shocked to see 
that just above the spot where he was stand- 
ing, mud and rocks were coming towards him 
in the spring. He thought that all this would 
come and submerge him. Now no hope of life 
remained. Maybe this is the will of God! Hail 
the Lord! With his eyes closed, the sannyasin 
stood silently waiting for death. What is this? 
Huge boulders got stuck at a little distance from 
him. The rain also reduced. God alone knew 
what was His will! 
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Swami Japananda (1898-1972) 


The sannyasin thought: “Well! now, why not 
try to extricate the trapped leg?’ Leaning on the 
big boulders, which were still near the hand, he 
pulled out his leg and saw that the rocks and soil, 
which had been pushed from above, had made 
a pathway nearby across the waterfall. Now it 
was easy for the sannyasin to go. Only fifteen 
feet down, the frenzied Chambal river was flow- 
ing. The sannyasin wondered: ‘Oh my Lord, it 
is your infinite mercy! That, which I thought to 
be the cause of certain death, became the sup- 
port for a certain life. Who will understand Your 
Divine Play! Hail God! 

Many more thoughts bubbled up in his grate- 
ful heart, and many loving words were uttered 
by him, but they were known only to his Anzar- 
yamin—the indwelling Lord. This is not an 
occasion to reveal all that. 

With a heart overflowing with emotion, the 
sannyasin proceeded towards the bridge, from 
where the village on the other side of the bridge 


was visible. There was a small shop on this side of 
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that bridge, which had stocks of essential goods 
like food grains, clothes, and the like. As soon 
as he reached there, the shopkeeper said: “The 
bridge is shut; it is locked; there is no permission 
to go; the bridge is in danger; the level of water 
is only one or two feet below the bridge. Please 
don’t go towards that to drown yourself!’ 

The sannyasin pleaded with the shopkeeper: 
‘Hey brother, if you have the key, please open it 
and let me go to the village. Otherwise, where 
will I stay here?’ 

Meanwhile, the shopkeeper’s brother came 
out from inside and seeing the sannyasin said: 
‘Come, holy sir, come here. Oh, you are fully 
drenched. The road is broken; how did you cross 
over? Please warm yourself with the fire, and dry 
your clothes. Otherwise, you will fall sick. Won't 
you take tea? Oh, the wet parts of your body 
have turned white. Holding the hand of the san- 
nyasin, he took him inside near fire. “Please re- 
move all the clothes and take these new ones. 
Nobody has used them. Put them on, and wrap 
yourself with this new blanket. Remove the old 
one. Oh, it is soaked with water. 

He spread two or three more blankets near the 
fire and said: “This will be warm, please sit on it. 
After igniting the stove, he made hot tea by add- 
ing jaggery and offered a bowl-full to drink. After 
serving the tea, he said: “Holy sir, please cover 
yourself with a blanket and lie down to sleep 
comfortably. Your health will be fine. Tomorrow, 
when the bridge opens, you may proceed. The 
rain has stopped and if it remains so all along the 
night, then there will be less of flood-water, and 
the bridge will open. Now, please sleep peacefully’ 

The sannyasin was tired. He had come out 
from the jaws of death, due to which he was also 
mentally exhausted. This circumstantial mental 
trauma had been so terrible! Therefore, no sooner 
did he lay down than he fell into deep asleep. He 


slept from five in the evening up to ten in the 
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night. When he awoke, both the shopkeeper- 
brothers were smoking tobacco and conversing 
among themselves. One of them got up, gave san- 
nyasin warm water and said: “Wash your face, the 
food—khichari (a hotch-potch made of rice and 
lentils) is ready; take it hot, you will recover soon, 

The sannyasin was extremely hungry. After 
washing his hands and face, he ate the khichari 
like nectar. He was in no mood to talk. Recall- 
ing the recent happening, he thought to him- 
self: “Who would be able to understand the play 
of the Divine Lord? The object that was to be 
the cause of certain death turned out to be the 
support of life. 

And the sannyasin also certainly gave inspi- 
ration to these brothers living in this hilly area. 
It was a great wonder that they welcomed him 
with sincere love! One of the brothers told him: 
‘Holy sir, please go to sleep. After preparing tea 
in the morning, I will call you again!’ 

When sannyasin woke up in the morning, the 
brothers were sitting awake. Outside it was rain- 
ing heavily. These gentlemen had already dried 
his clothes and blanket and kept them ready to 
wear. By the time the sannyasin finished his bath, 
the tea was ready! They said: ‘Please stay on here; 
the bridge may not get opened even today. Noth- 
ing to worry about; we will have your satsanga, 
holy company, here: 

After lunch at noon, there was some religious 
discussion in the form of questions-answers. 
Both the brothers participated in it with great 
interest. The rain had stopped. From the other 
side, a policeman came and got the gate of the 
bridge opened. As soon as the door was opened, 
the wandering sannyasin left for the village with 
loving gratitude showering profuse blessings on 
the shopkeeper brothers. 

The sannyasin was enchanted by this beautiful 
experience. The noble virtues of those two village 
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brothers were indeed praiseworthy! Ow 
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Original in Hindi: Sharat Chandra Pendarkar 


How to Release Her Empty-handed? 


NCE, WHEN Maharaja Ranjit Singh 

was going somewhere, a stone came 

from the front and hit him. His com- 
panion soldiers looked around and saw an old 
woman as the culprit. She was arrested and pres- 
ented before the Maharaja. 

Seeing Maharaja sitting in front, the woman 
began to tremble with fear. She said: “Your High- 
ness, my child is hungry since yesterday. There 
was nothing to eat at home. In my effort to get 
some berries from the tree, I was throwing stones 
at it, so that I may be able to give him something 
to eat; but by mistake, one of those stones struck 
you. Sir, it was unintentional, please forgive me. 

Maharaja thought for a while and said: “Give 
a thousand rupees to the old lady and release her 
with respect. 

Hearing this, Maharaja’s attendants were 
shocked. Finally, one of them dared to ask 
him: “Your Majesty, how is it that the person 
who is worthy of punishment is being rewarded 
instead!’ 

Ranjit Singh said: “When stoned, if an ordi- 
nary tree can give sweet fruits, then how can the 
Maharaja of Punjab release her empty-handed?’ 


True Love 

Prophet Muhammad kept a cat, which he named 
‘“Mueza. He had heartfelt love for the cat. Once 
it was time for his prayers. So, he went to get his 
mat and saw his cat sleeping on the mat. He now 
had a problem at hand. He had to take the mat 


to offer Namaz, but “Mueza’ was sleeping on it. 
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Maharaja Ranjit Singh—Painting by Manu Saluja 
If he would take it, then the cat’s sleep would be 
disturbed. He got an idea. He brought a knife 
and cut off the part of the mat on which the cat 
slept. Then he took the remaining portion of the 
mat and went to the Masjid for Namaz. 


Four Types of Human Beings 


After the discourse of Lord Buddha, a curious 
king asked him: “Your Majesty, you just said that 
there are four types of human beings. Will you 
please explain?’ 

Lord Buddha replied: “Yes, human beings 
are of four types. The first is the one who goes 
from darkness to darkness. The second is the one 
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going from darkness to light. The third is the one 
going from light to darkness. And the fourth is 
the one who goes from light to light. 

‘O, King! If a person spends his whole life 
committing misdeeds, then I call him the one 
who goes from darkness to darkness. 

‘If a person is born in an inferior family and, 
despite having difficulty in procuring food and 
drink, conducts good deeds by thought, word, 
and action—then I call him the one who goes 
from darkness to light. 

‘Ifa person is born into a great family, with no 
shortage of food and drink along with a hand- 
some and strong body—but he misbehaves in 
thought, speech, and action, then I call him the 
one who goes from light to darkness. 

‘But the person who takes birth in a good 
family and always engages in spiritual practice 
and good conduct, then I consider him to be one 


who goes from light to light’ 


My Own Mother! 


In Sirmaur, 
* Maharashtra, 
a brave general 
of Chhatra- 
pati Shivaji 
won the fort of 
Kalyan. Apart 
from a lot of 
weapons, he 
also acquired 
inexhaustible 
wealth. A sol- 
dier presented 
the daugh- 
ter-in-law of 
the Mughal 
chieftain of 
the fort be- 
fore him. The 


We | —- Ae 
wid : 
| Ae 


2 


Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
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commander was enchanted by the beauty of 
the young lady and decided to present her to 
Shivaji as a tribute. Putting her in a palanquin, 
he reached Shivaji. 

At that time, Shivaji was in talks with his gen- 
erals on administration. The commander bowed 
to him and said: “Your Majesty! I am presenting 
to you a beautiful lady captured in the war’ And, 
he pointed to the palanquin. 

As soon as Shivaji removed the veil of the 
palanquin, he saw the beautiful Mughal lady. 
His head spontaneously bowed in shame and 
he wondered: ‘If my mother was so beautiful, 
I would have been beautiful too!’ Then scold- 
ing the commander, Shivaji said: “You could not 
understand my nature even after being with me 
for a long time. Shivaji treats the daughters-in- 
law of others as his own mother. Go, take her 
back to her home respectfully: 


Harsh Words 


Once Prophet Muhammad and his son-in-law 
Hazrat Ali were going together. On the way, they 
found a man who had an old enmity with Ali. As 
soon as he saw Ali, he started abusing him. For 
some time, Ali listened to his abusive words in 
silence. Then Ali too started abusing him. Wit- 
nessing this, Prophet Muhammad moved ahead 
without any reaction. Ali saw that Prophet had 
gone much ahead. So he gave up the quarrel and 
ran towards Prophet. Ali said to Prophet: “Why 
did you come away leaving me alone in the hands 
of that wicked one?’ Prophet Muhammad re- 
plied: ‘Listen, Ali, when he was abusing you and 
you were silent, I saw that ten angels were pro- 
tecting you. But when you too started abusing, 
all those angels went away one by one. Then, why 
should I continue to stay with you? Remember, 
one should not hurt anyone's mind by whatever 
means—thought, word, or deed? OS 

(Source: Prerak-Prasang) 
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Writers Reflect on 


Henry David Thoreau 


Ed. Andrew Blauner 


Princeton University Press, 41 
William Street, Princeton, New 
Jersey 08540, USA. Website: www. 
press.princeton.edu. 2021. HB. 368 
PP- $24-95. ISBN 9780691215228. 


| | enry David Thoreau (1817-62) was, as Wiki- 
pedia states, an American naturalist, essay- 
ist, poet, and philosopher. At a young age, he 
retreated into the woods, for a little over two years, 
in the land of Ralph Waldo Emerson, his friend 
and mentor. His purpose was, in his own words: 


I wished to live deliberately, to front only the 
essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn 
what it had to teach, and not, when I came to 
die, discover that I had not lived. I did not wish 
to live what was not life, living is so dear; nor 
did I wish to practice resignation, unless it was 
quite necessary. I wanted to live deep and suck 
out all the marrow of life, to live so sturdily and 
Spartan-like as to put to rout all that was not 
life, to cut a broad swath and shave close, to 
drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its low- 
est terms, and, if it proved mean, why then to 
get the whole and genuine meanness of it, and 
publish its meanness to the world; or if it were 
sublime, to know it by experience, and able to 
give a true account of it in my next excursion. 


He gave that true account and the world re- 
ceived ‘Walden’. Philosophers and writers, since 
then, across the years and the globe have been 
touched by Thoreau through Walden in various 
ways which have been life-changing for them. 
Andrew Blauner has put together a formidable 
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gathering of great minds to showcase their own 
experience with Thoreau in this wonderful an- 
thology called, ‘Now Comes Good Sailing’, pur- 
ported to be Thoreau’s own last words. 

Twenty-six novelists, critics, and journalists 
were asked by Blauner to present their viewpoints 
on Thoreau. The result is this superb collection 
of essays from the perspectives of different gen- 
erations, genders, and areas of interest. These es- 
says have been organised under five heads, which, 
too, reflect the direction of Thoreau’s musings: 
Excursions Near and Far, Deliberate Living, Dir- 
ections of His Dreams, Practicalities and, finally, 
At Walden, where it all actually began! 

As I started reading these essays, I was 
struck by how much the writers credited Tho- 
reau’s Walden as having influenced, not just their 
thoughts, but their life decisions. In the very 
first essay, Lauren Groff says: 


On this third reading of the book, I understood 
that Thoreau’s great contribution to literature 
lies in the wild strangeness of his close reading 
of nature, the intensity of his insistence that if 
one looks hard enough, one will see through the 
serum of the familiar and into the astonishing 
gift of singularity. ... The gift of close reading 
translates into the gift of perspective. Thoreau 
can look at Walden and see not only the subtle 
changes in the place as the seasons progress, he 
can see the layers of humanity upon the land, the 
past, present and the future existing all at once. 


Reading this statement of Groff made me in- 
stantly aware of nature around me and the ‘books’ 
I could read in the dried blade of grass at my feet! 

In the section, “Direction of His Dreams’, Mi- 
chelle Nijnis talks about Thoreau’s scientific dis- 
coveries and the intimate connection he saw 
between science and poetry. She says: ‘He had no 
patience with those “men of science” who sought 
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only to reduce the living world to its simplest 
parts. His excursion into the observation of the 
world, was, unlike those men of science, an excur- 
sion to the discovery of God. He avowed that his 
‘profession is to be always on the alert to find God 
in nature—to know his lurking places. We are sur- 
rounded by a rich and fertile mystery. May we not 
probe it, pry into it, employ ourselves about it, a 
little?” For Thoreau, the age-old conflict between Sci- 
ence and Theology was non-existent as the purpose 
of science was not to deny the existence of God but 
to see Him in every bit of this Universe. 

We are living today in the Digital Age, where 
the speed of technology is sweeping us in its tide 
and we are being carried away, willy-nilly, in its 
current. Amor Towles, in the section ‘Practical- 
ities’, very correctly observes that he thinks ‘it 
worth noting that somewhere—in the transition 
from the slow and effortful to the fast and furious, 
an inversion occurs: where once we consumed ideas 
and sentiments for our enrichment, suddenly it is 


READERS’ FORUM 


I read the article on India—Nation and Nation- 
alism by Swami Shuddhidananda published 
in Prabuddha Bharata, August 2022 issue. It is a 
very enlightening and thought-provoking art- 
icle defining the nation—drawing the picture of 
true India and bringing out the pearl of wisdom 
of Indian Culture. The article also shows the con- 
nection between Shastras and India on the one 
hand and between Shastras and Sri Ramakrishna 
on the other, throwing light on the definition 
of Shastras as the eternal universal scientific 
thought system of the Vedas. We need more 
articles on the subject. This article is a must for 
all Indians to imbibe the spirit of Indian national- 
ism and discover one’s divine nature. 

In this context, | would like to draw the 
readers’ attention to other articles on the same 
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ideas and sentiments that are consuming us. There 
is an overload of information, so much so that 
we do not even have the time to process it, forget 
about pondering, reflecting and using it to enrich 
us. Thoreau recommends us not to have a ‘life so 
full of care, that we have no time to stand and stare’. 

I had hardly finished reading the second 
essay when I was consumed by the desire to read 
Walden for myself and immediately ordered it. I 
read the two books simultaneously. In doing so, I 
have fulfilled Andrew Blauner’s hope that this an- 
thology of essays ‘will encourage readers to revisit 
Thoreau’s own works for themselves’. 

I recommend this book highly to all. It is in- 
deed the time to take stock of our lives, the time 
to understand what is essential, the time to let go 
of the inessentials and thus lighten our existence. It 
is indeed time to revisit Thoreau! 

Minakshi Batra 
Former Guest Lecturer, 
Sri Sri University, Cuttack. 


subject: 1. Swami Vivekananda’s Theory of In- 
dian Nationalism by Swami Tapasyanandaji in 
his introduction to the book The Nationalistic 
and Religious Lectures of Swami Vivekananda. 
2. Swami Vivekananda’s Discoveries about India 
in nine parts by Swami Bhajananandaji pub- 
lished in Prabuddha Bharata from November 
1976 to October 1977. It is very much necessary 
to bring out more articles and books on In- 
dian Nationalism and Culture—all in the light 
of Swami Vivekananda during Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav (75 years celebration of Indian Inde- 
pendence), since the awakening of the Hindu 
religious consciousness is the need of the time. 


—Swami Yatatmananda, 
Secretary, 
Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Salem 
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REPORTS 


Headquarters 

Srimat Swami Smarananandaji Maharaj, Presi- 
dent, Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion inaugurated Abhedananda Convention 
Centre (Phase-1) at Belur Math on 1 October. 

Durga Puja was celebrated at Belur Math 
from 2 to 5 October with devotional fervour. 
Despite occasional showers, thousands of de- 
votees thronged the puja pandal all the four days 
to have darshan of the Divine Mother and re- 
ceive Her blessings. Prasad was served to 55,000 
devotees on the Ashtami day and, in total, to 
1,30,000 devotees during the four days. 

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore, 
Kolkata, presented the Mahatma Gandhi Me- 
morial Award to the Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission on 2 October, Gandhi 
Jayanti, in recognition of our service activities. 
The award carried an engraved silver salver, a cit- 
ation, and a sum of ten thousand rupees. 

As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsay, a docu- 
mentary titled Swami Vivekanandas Swadesh 
Chetana has been produced by the headquarters, 
which is now posted on the Belur Math YouTube 
channel whose link is as follows: <https://www. 
youtube.com/watch?v=27 XvDvKWurk>. 


Inauguration of Ramakrishna Mission 
Vivekananda Institute of Values, Gurugram 


Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Institute of 
Values, Gurugram, the first centre of the Rama- 
krishna Mission in Haryana, was inaugurated on 
2 November 2022 on the sacred Jagaddhatri Puja 
day by Revered Swami Gautamanandaji Maharaj, 
Vice President, Ramakrishna Math and Rama- 
krishna Mission. A three-day function from the 
rst to the 3rd of November 2022 was held in this 
connection which was attended by around 1500 
devotees and 150 monks. Swami Suvirananda, 
General Secretary, Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission, was the chief guest in the 
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pny AZ 


Shri Manohar Lal Khattar, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Haryana, 


with Swamis Gautamananda, Suvirananda, and Shantatmananda 
at the inauguration ceremony of Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda 


Institute of Values, Gurugram, on 2 November 2022. 


public meeting held on 1st November on the topic 
‘Ramakrishna Mission—125 Years Saga of Service’. 
In the afternoon of 2nd November, Shri Mano- 
har Lal Khattar, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Hary- 
ana, inaugurated the auditorium and was also the 
Chief Guest in the public meeting on the topic 
‘Education According to Swami Vivekananda. On 
3rd November morning, there was a public meet- 
ing on the topic ‘Awakening Values through Educa- 
tion’ in which monks and Shri V Srinivas, a subject 
expert, spoke. In the afternoon, there was another 
meeting on the topic ‘Sadhana According to the 
Holy Trio’ in which Swami Balabhadrananda, As- 
sistant General Secretary, Ramakrishna Math and 
Mission, and other monks spoke. 


New Math Centre 


Following the taking over of Sri Ramakrishna Trust, 
Chengam, by the Ramakrishna Math, a new branch 
centre of the Math has been started there. The 
address of the centre is: ‘Ramakrishna Math, No.1, 
Ramakrishna School Road, Chengam, Dist. Tiru- 
vannamalai, Tamil Nadu 606 701, phone number: 
(04188) 222464 and email id: <chengam@rkmm. 
org>. This ashrama was started in 1978. 
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News of Branch Centres 

Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma, Chief Minister 
of Assam, visited Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission, Karimganj on 1 October. 

Durga Puja was celebrated in a grand man- 
ner, with the invoking of Divine Mother in the 
image, at the 29 centres in India from 2 to 5 Oc- 
tober. Outside India, Durga Puja (in the image) 
was performed at Durban (South Africa) centre, 
Lusaka (Zambia) centre, Mauritius Ashrama, 
and 15 centres in Bangladesh. 

Sri Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Union Minister 
of State for Electronics and IT, visited Rama- 
krishna Math, Rajkot on 4 October. 

Srimat Swami Girishanandaji Maharaj, Vice- 
President, Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna 
Mission, inaugurated the renovated hostel 
kitchen at Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, 
Ranchi-Morabadi on 19 September. Revered 
Maharaj also inaugurated the new office building 
at Ramakrishna Math, Jamtara on 10 October. 

Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Edu- 
cational and Research Institute (RKMVERI, 
deemed university), Belur Math, held the annual 
convocation on 10 October and awarded degrees 
and diplomas to 285 candidates from Belur main 
campus and its off-campus centres in Narendrapur 
and Ranchi. Swami Suvirananda, General Secre- 
tary, Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion, addressed the convocation in his capacity as 
the Chancellor of the university. The university’s 
off-campus centre at Coimbatore Mission Vidya- 
laya held the convocation on 12 October and 
awarded certificates and degrees to 215 students. 

A student of Brahmanandodayam Higher 
Secondary School, run by Ramakrishna 
Advaita Ashrama, Kalady, won a gold medal 
in the obstacle race at the national level NCC 
competitions held in Delhi on 21 September. 

Srimat Swami Suhitanandaji Maharaj, Vice- 
President, Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna 
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Mission, inaugurated the renovated dental unit 
at Ramakrishna Mission Home of Service, 
Varanasi on 11 October. 

Ramakrishna Mission Seva Pratishthan, 
Kolkata opened a modular operation theatre, set 
up in one of its hospital buildings, on 22 October. 

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion Sevashrama, Tamluk inaugurated an allo- 
pathic dispensary on 19 October. 

At Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna 
Mission, Dhaka, Bangladesh, Mr Obaidul 
Quader, Minister for Roads, Transport and 
Bridges; Mr Faridul Haq Khan, State Minister 
for Religious Affairs; Dr Binoy George, Deputy 
High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh; 
Mr Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun, Inspec- 
tor General of Police; Major General A K M 
Nazmul Hasan, and other dignitaries attended 
Durga Puja on different days of the Puja. 8 


(Continued from page 739) 


32. Swami Prabhananda, The Early History of the 
Ramakrishna Movement (Chennai: Sri Rama- 
krishna Math, 2009), 251. 

33. Swami Shivananda, ‘Presidential Speech’, The 
Ramakrishna Math and Mission Convention 
Souvenir 1926 (Howrah: Belur Math, 1926), 33. 
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36. Swami Budhananda, The Ramakrishna Move- 
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37. Swami Gahanananda, Ramakrishna Bhaban- 
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38. Author unknown, ‘Activities of the Rama- 
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Errata 


In page no. 35 of the November 2022 issue of 
Prabuddha Bharata, 1987 is to be read as 1897. 
The error is regretted. —Editor 
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Dear Devotees and Friends, 


We, devotees of Sri Ramakrishna at Dharmapuri District, Tamil Nadu, have the vision 
of constructing a Universal Temple for Sri Ramakrishna in Dharmapuri. This Temple is 
designed to be constructed in pyramid shape using mainly natural materials like wood, 
metal, and tiles made up of clay etc. This temple complex will have monks’ quarters, 
devotees’ guest house, dormitories for trainees, multipurpose hall, staff quarters, kitchen 
and dining block, security booth and entrance 
gate, common toilets, a restroom for drivers, 
staff restroom, book shop, coffee shop, service 
buildings, and also a watchtower. 

This temple complex will serve as a place 
of Worship and Retreat Centre for the devotees 
and the public. It will also be a Training Centre 
for the youth. Training for the youth is designed 
so as to bring about all-round development of | 
their personality — physical, mental, emotional, wa 
intellectual, and spiritual. This will help them 7 See 
to achieve their goals and become good leaders. Sti Ramakrishna Universal Temple, 

Srimat Swami Gautamanandaji Maharaj, DCTP Eee te Ma Sraee 
Vice-president, Ramakrishna Math and Mission, laid the Foundation Stone for the Temple 
on 01-02-2019, Friday morning, at 9:30 a.m. The Temple complex has a serene spiritual 
atmosphere and is free from pollution. It is an abode of peace. 

No great work can be done without sacrifice. This Temple complex is meant for the 
development of society. We all should unite together and contribute generously through 
the means of Manpower, Materials, and Money. Hence, we kindly request you to come 
forward to help us establish this temple and through that, get the blessings of the Holy 
Trio. 


Donation is exempted under section 80G of the Income Tax Act as per unique regn. 
number ABBTS6987NE2016- dt. 24.09.2021. 

Our Income Tax PAN is ABBTS6987N. 

Donation can be made using direct bank transfer through NEFT / RTGS 


Account Name: Sri Ramakrishna Foundation, Dharmapuri, SB A/C No: 7067922519 
Indian Bank, Nallampalli Branch, IFSC Code: IDIBOOONO35 
Sister Vasantha Rani 
President 


Sri Ramakrishna Foundation 


Regd.office: Sri Ramakrishna nagar, 

Swami Vivekananda College of Nursing Campus, Jettihalli post, 
Adhiyamankottaikootu road, Dharmapuri - 636 807 

Contact :9486908430, Email Id - srkfdharmapuri@gmail.com 
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URGENT REMINDER FROM 
PRABUDDHA BHARATA TEAM 
For ALL PRABUDDHA BHARATA SUBSCRIBERS 


Dear Prabuddha Bharata Subscriber, 


Namaste. First, we wish to thank you all for your continued 
support of Prabuddha Bharata. 

Second, we would like to give an urgent reminder that nearly 
700 Prabuddha Bharata subscriptions will be expiring either in 
December 2022 or January 2023. If your subscription will expire in 
either of these months, we request that you renew at the earliest. 
You may click on and renew through the link below: 

https://shop.advaitaashrama.org/subscribe/ 

Again, we encourage all subscribers in India who are not 
receiving the issue regularly to opt for registered post as well. 


With warm regards, 


PB Team 


Please write to: 

ADVAITA ASHRAMA, 

5 Dehi Entally Road, Kolkata 700 014, India 

For Prabuddha Bharata Phones: 033-22866450, 7603067067 
Online Subscription Email: mail@advaitaashrama.org J 
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Ramakrishna in 
Cossipore II 


amakrishna lived in the Cossipore Garden 

House from December 1, 1885, until his 
mahasamadhi on August 15, 1886. He stayed 
upstairs in a spacious room with a connected 
makeshift bathroom (see picture 1). During the 
last seven months of his life, almost all of his 
time was spent in this room as he was unable 
to move much due to his throat cancer and ill 
health. Here he had countless conversations 
with Narendranath Datta regarding future work 
which would be to keep his disciples together. 
Ramakrishna also guided him on his future 
activities which were the blueprint for the 
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission. 

A significant incident took place in this 
room a few days before his passing. One day, 
Thakur called all of his disciples except for 
Swamiji [Naren] and gave an express command 
that they were always to pay attention to 
Swamiji, and never to leave anything undone 
that could add to his health or comfort. Then 
sending them out and calling in Swamiji 
[Naren] he committed all his other disciples 
in to his charge. 


Pic. 1: Sri Ramakrishna's Bedroom at Cossipore today 


Pic. 2: At Cossipore, Ramakrishna wrote in Bengali: 
"Victory to Radha, love personified. Naren will teach 
loudly inside and outside [India]. Victory to Radha." 

Also about this time, Naren was called to 
the side of the Master, now suffering intensely 
and scarcely able to speak. The Master wrote 
on a piece of paper, ‘Narendra will teach 
others.’ (see picture 2) Naren hesitated and 
said, ‘I won’t do that.’ But the Master replied, 
‘You shall have to do it.’ 


Finally, three or four days before the 
Master’s Mahasamadhi, Thakur called Naren 
to him. Looking steadfastly at him he entered 
into deep meditation. Naren felt as though a 
subtle force, resembling an electric shock, was 
entering his body. He lost outer consciousness. 
When he regained outer consciousness, he 
found the Master weeping. Wondering, Naren 
asked him why he wept and was told, ‘O 
Naren, today I have given you my all and have 
become a fakir, a penniless beggar. By the 
force of the power transmitted by me, great 
things will be done by you; only after that will 
you go where you came from.’ 


Today, one can still visit and feel these 
spiritual vibrations in Thakur’s bedroom. 
Cossipore Garden House is located at 90, 
Cossipore Rd, CIT, Cossipore, Kolkata, West 
Bengal 700002, directly on Cossipore Road. 


In loving memory of Dr. Rina Bhar —Dr. Gopal Chandra Bhar 


Printed and Published by Swami Vedavratananda on behalf of Ramakrishna Math and printed at 
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Entally Road, Kolkata 700 014. Editor: Swami Vireshananda 
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The best guide in life is strength. In religion, 
as in all other matters, discard everything 


that weakens you, have nothing to do 
with tt. 


—Swami Vivekananda 
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